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FOREWORD 

AMONG many questions which I have heard raised 
by young people in student conferences and in visits 
to schools and colleges in this and other lands are some 
which have been asked many times by both young men 
and young women, These I have selected for the chap- 
ters which follow. 

\Vith the world in such a state of chaos and war it 
may seem strange to invite discussion of personal prob- 
lems. Yet it is only when we as individuals learn 
to master our own inner lives that we can hope to be 
of ultimate service to a world of suflfering. 

While it is true that the circumstances of the world 
about us , strongly influence our thoughts and ac- 
tions, it is even more true that what takes place in our 
inner world of thought is of greater significance. 
Those things which we believe by faith govern our 
attitudes more than those material factors which beat 
in upon our senses. 

Are we growing up into the kind of men and wo- 
men who accept responsibility seriously? Are we 
increasingly dependable? Do we take life as a trust 
or as something of the passing moment out of which 
we seek to squeeze all the selfish pleasure and excite- 
ment possible? These are questions of supreme im- 
portance for the future of the home in America, for 
the nation at large, and for the whole of humanity 
everywhere. 

It has never been easy to be a Christian in this pa- 
gan world; perhaps today it is more difficult than at 
any time in modern history. There is a growing con- 
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FOREWORD 

viction that never have we had greater evidence of 
the need for Christlike living than in this our day 
and generation. 

S. RALPH HARLOW. 
Northampton, Massachusetts 
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1 

To CHEAT OR NOT TO CHEAT: THAT Is THE QUESTION 



RECENTLY I boarded a trolley with, a group of 
school students. The car was already full, so we stood 
crowded together on the rear platform, a few of them 
standing in the aisles of the car. My attention was 
attracted at once to their conversation. Without 
the slightest indication that they had been indulging 
in a practice that some might call questionable, 
they began telling how they had cheated in an 
examination just taken in the school. It is true they 
did not call it "cheating." With squeals of mirth, 
each told how he had "put it over" on the teacher, 
"got away with k," and utilized other terms familiar 
to those engaged in this indoor sport. 

One boy, evidently an athlete, who had held up 
"the honor of the school" on the football field, re- 
vealed to the admiring crowd his method. He wore a 
special sweater on such days, a sweater with many 
pockets, and each pocket had contained several 
"helps" in the examination. From the general ap- 
probation I judged that the "honor of the school" was 
well up-held by this sturdy young athlete of seventeen. 

I was especially interested in their estimate of an- 
other fellow student not present on the car. He was 
spoken of as "a nut." All agreed that he was a good 
student, easily I gathered, the best in the class in 
mathematics, and he would not cheat. Against the 
general camaraderie, which such a practice builds up 
among schoolfellows, he dared to stand aloof and 
alone. The conversation ran thus: The boy with the 
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sensitive conscience we will call "Jim"; our athletic 
hero, "Bill." Bill speaks: "Naw, he didn't get away 
with anything today, either. I haven't cracked a 
book this week, and I'll bet I get as good a mark as 
Jim does." From another: "Gosh, Skinny beat him 
out on that test last week." General laughter, it being 
revealed that "Skinny" is a "dumbbell." "If only Jim 
would get wise, with his brains he could lick the 
whole class." But they passed him up as hopeless be- 
cause he would not join them in their little game with 
the teacher. 

On the following Sunday I was preaching in a New 
England church, and during the service gave a short 
talk to the young people. I used the illustration of 
the athlete who cheated, and the boy who refused to 
cheat, and asked the question, "Who won?" 

At the close of the church school, which followed 
the morning service, the superintendent of the school 
came to me and told me that my talk on cheating had 
been debated in nearly all the classes where there 
were high-school students. He told me that the great 
v majority of students did not agree with me./Let me 
tell you part of what I said in the talk, and then what 
the high-school students in the church school said, 
and think over with whom you agree. 

I said in part: "I ask you to consider who really 
was the winner in this examination the boy who 
cheated and received a higher mark, or the boy who 
refused to cheat and was given a lower mark on his 
paper? If we look only at the papers, we will say at 
once, 'Why, this boy with 96 wins over the one with 
89.' But is that all that those marks reveal 96 and 
89? Seven points better and nothing more? 

"Let us suppose that these boys have fathers and 
mothers who want their sons to grow into honest 
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manhood. From babyhood they have prayed and 
sacrificed, that their sons may become the kind of men 
who will serve God and their fellow men. Bring in 
now these parents and tell them the facts about this 
examination and ask them, 'Who won?' Which 
paper would you rather claim for your son the 96 or 
the 89? Which mark stands higher in your judg- 
ment? Will one set of parents assert at once: 'We 
know the boy who refuses to cheat is our son. We 
see him day in and day out; we know we can trust 
him, count on him, believe in him. We claim the 
honor of that paper marked 89.' " 

Suppose the other parents say, "We wish we could 
be sure tliat that paper marked 96 wasn't the work of 
our son, but we're not sure." Or, let us bring the boys 
in before these parents. Let the boys read in their 
mothers' eyes the eager desire to have it proved that 
her boy played fair; that is just what I mean "played 
fair," didn't cheat. Suppose that the boy has been 
"getting away with it" at home, "fooling" his parents 
into thinking that 'their son wouldn't cheat in this 
way. Then let the facts be known. Ask the boys who 
won in that examination. 

Follow these boys on 'through the years. Supposing 
that each continues to hold his ideas and ideals as to 
honesty on the level revealed in this examination. 
Watch them take their entrance examinations for col- 
lege. Their chances will depend now, not on how 
many helps they can stick into sweater pockets, but 
on how much they have honestly attained by hard, 
faithful study. Ask the college faculty which boy 
they would rather admit to their classrooms. What 
will the answer be? 

Go out into life. Suppose yourself a merchant, a 
banker, a lawyer, a minister. Which of these boys 
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would you rather have associated with you in partner- 
ship, snaring responsibility with you? Who wins? 

Above all, let us consider the fact that these boys 
have to live with themselves. As they go home from 
that examination, back of the laughter and jokes is 
there nothing in that boy, wearing the school letter 
for defending the school's honor on the field, that 
rises in protest and says, "You cheat"? When the 
papers are given back and he sees the mark he won 
by cheating, is he wholly glad? And the other boy, 
as he joins his family at the dinner table, is there a 
real regret that he might have answered one of those 
questions better had he only sneaked that is the 
word, "sneaked" a. little piece of paper into class 
and secretly looked at it under his desk? When his 
paper comes back with 89 instead of 96, does he mourn 
those seven points which cheating might have brought 
him? Not if I know anything about that type of boy, 
and I do know many of them. 

So on through life. Which boy will win out in the 
end, in the estimation of his own family, who know 
him best and hold him dearest, with the men with 
whom he comes to associate in his lifework, with his 
own conscience and his God? Who wins? 

Well, the high-school students thought my attitude 
was a little "rough." Most of them, I discovered, used 
"helps" themselves. "I wouldn't exactly call it 
cheating? one said to me. How we do like to pet 
our own vices and abominate the other fellow's 1 

Of course not all who cheat attempt to excuse the 
dishonesty, nor stop to argue over nice definitions. 
For all such, and for those who twist and evade by 
expert pretexts, the real argument seems to me a di- 
rect appeal to the result of this habit on the formation 
of character. 
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The results of any form of dishonesty of this kind 
should be related to the aim and purpose of an educa- 
tion. Is it not to awaken and quicken in us the de- 
sire above all else for truth? Is it not to develop 
intelligent, dependable men and women? If educa- 
tion is to help us "gain a standard for the apprecia- 
tion of other men's work and the criticism of our 
own," then it is essential that we lay foundations on 
absolute honesty. v 

This week something happened in one of my classes 
that raised my estimate of one of my students, though 
it lowered her mark. I had just corrected a set of 
examination papers. The papers had been corrected 
on a train at night. 

I returned the papers to my class and went over 
the questions, asking my students to follow their an- 
swers, making sure that I had made no mistakes in my 
corrections. One of my students who had received an 
"A" came to me. She had an excellent paper. She 
called my attention to the fact that I had added an 
extra ten to her points in adding the total. Subtract- 
ing these ten points reduced her mark to "B," but I 
shall always know that there is a young woman who 
can be depended upon in any situation or crisis to do 
the right thing. 

Think it over. Was I too hard on the students who 
cheated? Many of the high-school students who lis- 
tened to my talk, the outline of which I have given 
here, said that I was. If you agree with them I would 
like to ask you a question: Do you cheat? If you do, 
your answer is already prejudiced. If you have used 
this method in the past and agree that this practice 
as just what I have stated it to be, sneaky, sly, dis- 
honest, and unworthy, resolve to cut it out. 



Is IT EVER RIGHT To TELL A LIE? 

THERE is no moral quality which influences so pro- 
foundly all our relationships with one another as that 
of truthfulness. No friendship, no home, no group, 
no business, no school, no church, no State could en- 
dure apart from truth. Every day of our lives we are 
utterly dependent upon the word of others for our 
happiness. Even unintentional falsehoods cause 
great worry and trouble. Take, for example, the 
potential cost in a wrong telephone number, an in- 
correct address, a wrong figure on a timetable, mis- 
taken directions on a bottle of medicine! 

So all life is based upon our belief in one another, 
our assurance that we can depend on each other's 
word and deed. For I am. not speaking here of just 
the spoken and written word. One's actions express 
the truth as well as one's lips. It means that one 
plays fair in every game, hands in under one's name 
at school only what is one's own work, turns in an 
examination paper which represents only honest 
answers, not answers cribbed or secured through 
cheating. 

There is probably nothing which can ruin the repu- 
tation of a boy or girl, man or woman, so quickly as 
the report that he or she is a liar, a person who can- 
not be depended upon. What statements I make and 
what I do represent what I believe and what I am. 
By my statements and by my actions I can expect to 
be judged. A lie indicates that back of the lie there 

14 



IS IT EVER RIGHT TO LIE? 

is a liar; an. action, that ,i& dishonest proclaims that 
back of the action is one who is dishonest. 

And yet life is full of dishonesty and society is men-^ 
aced with cheaters and liars./ Open your newspaper 
any morning and you will find the record of someone 
whose life has proven to be a lie. When you get down 
into the story, you will discover that the trouble 
began with little dishonesties. Here is an only son who 
has just disgraced his father. The trouble, as I 
happen to know, began way back in a preparatory 
school where a group of boys used to gamble for 
pennies. This year I had a long talk with a student 
just expelled from school for lying. It all began with 
one little lie. But that lie had to be covered with 
another till scores of lies were told before the truth at 
last came out. 

Here are some other examples of dishonesty of 
which I know: A boy was running a school entertain- 
ment, and everyone trusted him. The returns from 
the entertainment showed a slight surplus. A close 
friend of the boy knew that he had made away with 
the larger part of the returns. Would you trust that 
boy in business later on? I know of a group of girls 
in a school who came to a small group of boys and 
said: "We control enough votes to carry this school 
election. What will you offer us if we throw our in- 
fluence on. the side of the candidates you want to put 
into office?" In politics later, could those girls be 
trusted not to buy and selLvotes? ^ 

I read in a book recently this statement: "The 
secret of hypocrisy is the desire to appear well with- 
out paying the price that right costs. A man who lies 
deliberately hangs out a wrong signal. He creates dis- 
trust as to the dependableness of any other signal he 
may ever make." 

15 



HONEST ANSWERS TO HONEST QUESTIONS 

I know better than anyone else, and with an accu- 
racy no one else can ever discover, whether my word 
can be depended upon, whether my signals are tiue 
or false. Down underneath where I live with myself 
I must also judge myself. Few of us sink so low but 
that we may down deep despise the liar and the cheat, 
especially if that liar is right inside our own mind 
and body. 

When we come to the religion of Jesus, we have no 
trouble, at all in finding out where Jesus places his 
emphasis in regard to truth. The New Testament is 
full of that word "truth." Not only does Jesus de- 
nounce falsehood in word and deed, but he proclaims 
that only through the Truth can men come to know 
God. The worst picture he can give to incarnate evil 
is to say, "He is the father of lies." When he de- 
nounces the Pharisees, he tells them that they are 
liars. 

In the Epistles the truth is emphasized again and 
again. Saint Paul writes, "Lay aside every falsehood, 
every one of you should speak the truth to his fellow 
men; for we are, as it were, parts of one another." 
And in the picture of the Heavenly Gity we read that 
no liars shall have any part of it, and that there can- 
not enter into it "anything that worketh abomination 
or maketh a lie." The glory of the Christian religion 
has been and is that it is a challenge to "Follow after 
Truth." 

But I have not answered the question heading this 
chapter if the accent is put on the word "Ever." I must 
be utterly honest with you. I can imagine circum- 
stances when I would not tell the truth if I were forced 
into a position where to tell the truth would put a 
weapon into the hands of another to be used against 
the whole spirit and method of love. For our rela- 
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tionships with one another are not only based on 
truth, they are based also on other influences. This 
law of love is the great fundamental Truth. To the 
Christian the law of love is the law of life. And where 
a statement of facts would put a weapon in the hands 
of those who would use those facts to abuse and 
destroy and overthrow the law of love, I would feel 
that I would be sinning against the highest Truth to 
give them such facts. 

Let me give concrete illustrations. A poor Arme- 
nian refugee comes fainting to my door, pursued by a 
band of Turks seeking her life. I give her protection 
in my home. The Turks come up and demand 
whether I have seen the woman. If I refuse to answer 
they will search my house and drag her out. If I tell 
the truth I give her into their hands. I would cer- 
tainly, by so doing, be uttering a terrible lie against 
the greatest Truth in my heart, the law of love. To 
give them the facts would be to put into their hands 
a weapon with which to torture and kill one whom 
the law of love demands that I protect. 

This might be another illustration. A mother and 
a child have been in a terrible accident. The mother 
has two other little children at home. The child in- 
volved in the accident dies. The doctor tells me that 
the slightest nervous shock would cause the mother's 
death. The mother asks how the injured child is. 
I assure her that the child is all right. To me that 
would be a greater truth than to tell her that which 
would take the beloved mother and wife from those 
children and that father waiting in anxiety in the 
home. 

These, however, are such extreme situations and 
arise so seldom that we can safely take it as a rule 
for our lives that it is never right to lie. In the forty 
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years of my life I can remember no circumstance 
when it seems, to me it would have been right to tell 
a falsehood or deceive by an action those who ex- 
pected 1 from me the truth. 
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DID THE CAPTAIN PLAY FAIR WITH THE SCHOOL? 

IN a championship football game between two rival 
schools, the score was 10 to 6, with less than a minute 
left to play. It had been a long, hard battle from the 
very kick-off. Darkness was settling over , the field. 
The captain of the team on the short end of the 
score stepped back for a last desperate try from his 
thirty-yard line. The signal for a drop-kick was given. 
Back flew the ball into his hands. His entire school 
was on its feet praying that the ball would go straight 
and true across the bar. There was a moment of 
heartbreaking suspense, the sound of the captain's toe 
on the pigskin, and straight as an arrow the ball sailed 
over the bar. 

From what had seemed certain defeat the school, 
whose heart followed the flight of that ball, was lifted 
to the heights of victory. From 10 to 6 against them, 
the score now read 1 1 to 10 in their favor. It was 
back in the days when a drop-kick counted five. 

As the thunder of the cheers came across the grid- 
iron the referee signaled that the kick was successful. 
Just then the whistle blew and the game was over. 

Then a strange thing happened. While the crowd 
of cheering students were seeking to lift the hero of 
the hour to their shoulders, he was making equally 
frantic efforts to be heard. At last they got his words. 
"Gall the referee. The kick wasn't fair. It must not 
count. I kicked before the ball struck the ground. 
It was a punt." 

The referee blew his whistle and talked with the 

19 



HONEST ANSWERS TO HONEST QUESTIONS 

captain. He then announced that he must change 
his decision, that the kick could not count, and that 
the score would remain 10 to 6. 

Did the captain do right to tell? Did he play fair 
with his school? Was there any other honorable 
course? A referee's business is to watch the play and 
make the decisions. The captain had not intended to 
cheat. He had simply been overeager. A fraction 
of a second had meant the difference between a drop 
and a punt. In the dusk no one else had noticed the 
mistake. Ought he to tell? Scores of his fellow stu- 
dents said, "No." He "lost" the championship of the 
school, he "handed the game over" to the enemy. If 
the referee failed to see the mistake, why drag in a 
puritanical conscience and "rob" the school of a hard- 
\earned "victory"? So the talk went. What do you say? 

Your answer will depend, I believe, on what your 
idea of the aim of your school ought to' be; your idea 
of what kind of boys and girls your school ought to 
allow to wear the school uniform out on the field or 
in the gym. It goes back to what your idea of uphold- 
ing the "honor of the school" really is. For every 
school and college has its "code of honor." Generally 
this is not written, but the school knows its traditions 
and stands by them. 

In some schools the "honor of the school" is bound 
up with winning athletic victories. Boys and 
girls alike go wild over the winning team, and the 
students who bring "honor" to the school are the lions 
of their fellow students. To many of them this cap- 
tain was a fool, who sold out his school because of an 
overworked conscience. Instead of thinking about 
his own little code of honor he ought to have had 
some heart for the school. 

My impression is that "school honor" has taken a 
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big rise since my own school days, and I know that 
college honor has. I believe that most of you will 
stand by the captain in his frank confession and 
honor him for it. But be frank. Don't say so unless 
you mean it. You'll say it was tough luck and he 
should have kept his head and kicked after the ball 
had touched the ground, but he did the square thing 
not to let it count when it was. a punt, even though 
he "could have got away with it and brought home a 
championship. 

Athletics are much cleaner than in my day. One 
of the men who has helped bring about this change is 
a fine Christian gentleman and athlete. Back in his 
school days he was the captain who refused to let his 
punt count. He has acted as an official in more 
Harvard-Yale games than almost any other man. 
He has been known for his absolute fairness. He has 
brought more "honor" to his school and college than 
had he won a dozen football championships. He has 
set a standard for the school to live up to. 

What is the aim of your school? Is it just victory 
at any price you're after? 

Are trophies for the athletic room the objective of 
your school teams or playing a clean game, winning 
only when you can win clean? Would you rather 
have the impression abroad that your teams always 
win or that your teams always can be counted on for 
a fair deal? Would the school resent a gain made by 
unfair means when the officials didn't happen to see 
as much as though it was seen and a penalty inflicted? 
What is your "code of honor"? 

Where would the boys and girls- of your school have 
stood had that captain been your captain last fall? 
Suppose your team had lost its championship through 
that confession in the last minute of the game just 
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when victory had seemed snatched from defeat? Just 
what would the talk in the stands have been, and on 
the way home? 

What attitude do the girls in your school take to- 
ward these problems? Does their attitude help the 
boys to play fair or to play just to win? What do you 
girls say to this? 
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Is PETTING HARMFUL? 

SOMEWHERE between the ages of fifteen and seven- 
teen there comes into the life of every normal boy and 
girl an experience which is as catching as mumps or 
measles. Sooner or later they are sure to take h. 
This experience is a remarkably increased interest in 
the other sex. A boy who two years before would say, 
"Girls, shucks, only sissies play with them," and who 
loves to taunt his younger sister, will suddenly dis- 
cover that his whole day may be made wonderfully 
happy or utterly spoiled because some girl has been 
nice to him or the contrary. He will spend enough 
time brushing his hair and seeing that his clothes are 
pressed to make up for the years when he didn't care 
how he looked and was his mother's despair. 

A girl who has been romping and playing all her 
childhood with a crowd of boys and never noticed 
anything particular about Johnnie, except that he 
has an extra number of freckles and laughs louder 
than the other boys, will suddenly discover that there 
is something about Johnnie that makes him much 
more wonderful than 'the Crown Prince, and to be in 
his company gives her a feeling of special joy. They 
discover that when their eyes meet or their hands 
touch they are thrilled at each other's presence. 

This new experience seems to change all of life. 

Even the springtime seems more wonderful, the glory 

, of the colors on the trees in fall takes on new beauty, 

and earth seems/ full of new music. Poetry begins to 

have a deeper significance and songs come uncon- 
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sciously from the heart to the lips. It is very good 
to be alive. 

Out on the athletic field it seems as though one 
could perform deeds of glory if the right girl is watch- 
ing, while from the stands one boy will often change 
the appearance of an entire team. What he does and 
what she thinks become of the utmost importance. 

In countries where women are considered as mere 
chattels of men, there is little courtesy extended to 
them. How often in Turkey I have seen a man ride 
up the dusty road while his wife, or wives, trudged 
wearily behind, carrying the tools with which they 
had been working in the fields during the hot day, 
while their lord and master watched them from the 
shade of a tree. 

It is in this period of youth, when girls and boys 
begin to notice each other, that esteem for the other 
grows. Nothing finer can happen to a boy in these 
years than to have the friendship of a good, pure girl. 
There is nothing that can make for the finest in 
womanhood in the girl's life at this time than the 
friendship and trust of a straightforward, clean-think- 
ing boy. They may feel that they are more than 
friends, that they love each other. It may grow into 
such an understanding as leads to an engagement and 
in later years to a happy marriage, but whether this 
happens or not, it will be a fine and noble experience 
to have forgotten themselves in caring in an unself- 
ish and pure way for another, 

Nothing in life more clearly indicates clean and 
fine thinking than those thoughts and acts which are 
the expression of normal sex impulses. At the same 
time we hear a great deal about self-control in sex mat- 
ters, and it is most necessary. The best way to attain 
self-control over evil things is to get plenty of exercise 
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in good things. You can't like bad company long if 
you <once know what clean, worth-while fellowship is; 
you won't want to travel with a set where self-respect 
and self-control are lacking if you have been with a 
crowd that knows how to have a good time that is clean 
and square. Friendship with a girl who is a comrade in 
the things that lead life upward is the finest and the 
best. If only girls could realize at this age how much 
lies in their hands; often it is the whole future character 
of some boy friend. I don't hesitate to say that prayer 
and reading the words of Jesus daily are the best helps 
in keeping at one's best. 

On the other hand, it is a mean and cowardly atti- 
tude into which many a boy slinks. for excuses when 
he has been petting. He blames it on the girl. He 
says, "I only went as far as she let me," or "Didn't 
she start it?" I have heard boys say that they were 
not to blame for going as far as the girl was willing 
to go. And we call them "the weaker sex"! But I 
have heard girls say that they had to permit intimacies 
on the part of boys or they would be cut out of good 
times and all the fun. What an excuse! Lower your 
whole standard of womanly conduct for some group 
who haven't a fine thought in the whole crowd, or 
have never faced the serious facts back of some atti- 
tudes taken by boys and girls of this age! It is called 
"the dangerous age." It ought to be one of the hap- 
piest ages; not the happiest. It is a tragedy if in later 
years, when one should be in the midst of a happy 
family life and helping to meet the world's great prob- 
lems, he can say, "My youth was the happiest time." 
But too often this is not the case. I. will tell you one 
big reason for this. It is "petting." 

A girl who permits a boy, arid generally several boys, 
to take liberties with her, giving them her kisses and 
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letting them make love to her, when it is not real and 
has no beautiful and holy significance, cheapens her- 
self. Every time she does it she makes it a little less 
possible to think of marriage and love as something 
holy and sacred, and those sweet intimacies as reserved 
for the one who is her true and abiding lover. The 
other day on a train a friend of mine was talking with an 
eighteen-year-old high-school Koy. They got on this 
subject of "petting." The boy showed my friend six- 
teen notches in his belt, cut with a knife. Each notch 
stood for some girl who had let him kiss or hug her. 
They were his "prizes." Do you think that he held 
in high regard any of those girls? After a long talk 
with my friend it turned out that this boy was a 
Christian and not bad at heart at all, just thoughtless 
about the things that are serious, and serious about 
things that are trivial. He gave that belt to my friend 
and has started to treat girls as though they were per- 
sonalities to be held in reverence. Do you not think 
that he will be a better husband, and father to his 
daughters, some day for this changed attitude? Too 
often these liberties lead on to shame and disgrace. 
I have not said and I do not mean that it is wrong 
to feel a thrill in the presence of another. The ques- 
tion is, Do you recognize in that other a personality 
to be held sacred, to whom you will make no advance 
and receive none that has no worthy motive back of it? 
"Petting" is based essentially on a temporary use of 
emotions and intimacies that were made sacred by 
God, and around which the family life is built. To 
misuse and make common these gifts of God is to 
degrade and make common the holiest relationship 
between man and woman. 

In closing let me beg for a consideration on the part 
of the boys and girls who read this message of friend- 
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ship with numbers of the other sex. I do not mean 
flirtations; I do not mean romance; I mean fine, clean 
comradeship and friendship. Between boys and girls 
who are Christians such friendships ought to be 
numerous. Boys need the point of view which the 
girls, can give, and the girl needs the point of view of 
the boy. Together, and only together, can men and 
women work out the greatest problems of this gen- 
eration. No generation of boys and girls ever was 
trusted together with as much intimacy as this gen- 
eration. No generation of boys and girls ever had a 
finer chance to understand each other than has this 
generation. What will you give to the next generation 
out of your experience a higher or lower standard in 
the relationship between men' and women? It is up 
to you. 



WHAT Is THE TROUBLE WITH OUR MOTHERS? 

AN American girl was summing up the philosophy 
of youth, a philosophy which seemed woven of the 
moonlight, the music of the orchestra floating down 
the white deck, and the balmy softness of that June 
night on the ocean. Even the throb of the engine, 
driving the great ship with resistless power, seemed 
in tune with the girl's line of thought. 

"The trouble with our mothers," she was saying, "is 
that they suffer from a hangover of Puritanism which 
took the joy out of living. They were taught to suppress 
and even feel shame over perfectly normal and healthy 
emotions, and to look askance on any of their sex who 
dared break through the conventions. It made pious 
little prudes out of lots of them and hypocrites of others! 
Whatever our faults may be we're not hypocrites, and 
we're certainly not prudes! We're working toward a 
better understanding between men and women. We 
get more real joy out of living in a month than our 
mothers did in a year. We're not afraid to live. In 
language they wouldn't even have understood we get 
a kick out of life and they didn't!" 

"You said it, honey 1" exclaimed her school chum. 
"Holy mackerel, what a life, what a life! Hey, Ducky, 
wake up!" 

"Ducky," so called because of the little ducks on his 
sweater a name given to him by the girls before they 
had learned his baptismal one yawned and sat up an 
inch in his steamer chair. 

"The trouble with our mothers," he essayed, was 
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that they not only feared to break the code set for them, 
they were still under the impression that an autocratic 
Ruler of the universe would chalk up a black mark 
against their final account if they left the straight and 
narrow path. Just imagine our mothers thirty years 
ago out here on this ship. It's Sunday, with a full 
program of games and recreation all day, and how 
many of our crowd did you notice at the divine service 
held in second class this morning? I looked in the 
window and counted three of our crowd. Our mothers 
would all have been at the service and this evening 
would have sung hymns around the piano down in the 
lounge, fooling themselves that they were having a 
swell time." 

"For Pete's sake, if it isn't old Bill Morgan! Gee, 
boy, you're a sight for sore eyes. When in thunder 
did you come on board?" Ducky exclaimed, as a tall 
young athlete came striding up the deck. 

Bill joined the'' group, one of the girls making room 
for him on the edge of her steamer chair. 

"Meet my friends, er Miss Culver and Miss Burns, 
Patsy and Tommy for short. Mr. William Morgan, 
star end on our victorious team last fall." 

"Oh, Mr. Morgan, I saw you in the Syracuse game," 
Patsy exclaimed. "Say, I liked you right away. Gosh, 
you could tackle. How does it feel out in front of that 
big crowd, being a hero?" 

"Please cut out the hero stuff," Bill replied. 

"Oh, but you know you are a hero," Tommy broke 
in, "with your picture in the papers. Gee!" 

"I'm going to call you Bill. Morgan reminds me too 
much of Wall Street and I want to forget Little Old 
New York for a while," Patsy chimed in. 

"I'm sure flattered," Bill replied. 

"Patsy's just been handing us her philosophy of life," 
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Ducky explained. "Go to it, Pat; give Bill some of your 
precious wisdom." 

So Patsy repeated with some elaboration her analy- 
sis of the difference between the present generation of 
youth and the generation of which their mothers had 
been a part. 

The girls didn't know it but Bill Morgan had just 
been elected president of the Christian Association of 
his college. He was not only a good end and fast in the 
sprints, one of the most popular men who wore the 
college letter, he was also known to stand four-square 
for the highest ideals on the campus, 

He was no prude, this six-foot-three young American, 
and no man who had ever come in contact with him 
would have dared suggest that he was a hypocrite. 
Bill was full of the joy of living, but there were some 
things that he could be serious over besides football or 
a track meet. 

Just now he was on his way as a delegate to an inter- 
national conference of students, at which thirty nations 
would be represented, for the purpose of establishing 
more friendly relations between peoples and races, torn 
by hatreds, and strife, and fear, and the danger of 
another world war. 

To Bill Morgan life still held some things worth 
conserving that had come out of the tested experience 
of the past. 

When Patsy finished he looked up with a smile, that 
smile that had won him friends back in his prep school 
days and had not been changed to a sneer or a blase 
expression in the three years at college. 

"I'm with you on a lot you say," he began, quietly. 
"This freedom's great, but isn't it a responsibility, 
too? Are emotions all right, fully expressed, any place, 
any time? Not on our football squad. No one has a 
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ghost of a chance to make the varsity who can't master 
and discipline his emotions. And I know mighty well 
where the man is in a race who hasn't put some things 
under his control. The fellow who is loyal to his 
college and his team has got to believe that some things 
are worth going without, and submit himself to some 
stem discipline, if he's going -to- -count for his college 
andhis team." ,He paused for a moment, then went on: 

"I'm not saying your smoking here is a sign that you 
lack fine ideals or a worth-while purpose, but I'm dead 
certain no girl who gets a craze for liquor or for cigar- 
ettes is going to be the kind of woman my mother is. 
Mother played golf and tennis with us from the time 
we were kiddies; she can swim like a fish; in fact, she's 
a regular pal. But the thing that makes me happiest 
is that she tried to teach us self-control and the value 
of certain: things in life. She's got some of the Puritan 
in her and I'm glad of it, but she's no prude, and no 
girl of my acquaintance is truer or more on the level 
than mother. I can't imagine anyone ever getting 
fresh with her when she was a girl or taking liberties 
with her, but I'll bet she was popular with the boys, 
and anyone like her would be today. 

"I'm right glad my sisters have learned something 
from her of the value of personality and of the respect 
that women, if they are the right sort, ought to expect 
from men, if the men are worthy of real friendship. 

"As to what you have to say about God. Well, my 
mother is a Ghristiah, and she lives it every day of her 
life, Last year> when father was suddenly taken from 
us, and five years ago when my baby brother died, I saw 
something of my mother's religion that I wish I had 
more of. Sure; she expresses her faith in words> some of 
which have ceased to have the same meaning to me that 
they have for her. Still, I know for myself, now, and I 
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hope to know more some day, of values in life that 
cannot be apart from God. 

"I wonder if our frankness and our freedom do not 
place on us a fine responsibility to master our emotions 
and impulses for worth-while ends. After all, hasn't 
the progress of the race, which has given us such free- 
dom, come to us as a heritage from men and women 
who gained this release from fear of brute force and 
unchecked passions because they disciplined and con- 
trolled themselves? If we abuse it, will not the next 
generation suffer, perhaps lose the thing we cherish so 
much for ourselves? 

"Gosh, this sounds like preaching, and I never ex- 
pected to say this when I started, but, well, there's a 
college chum of mine who has just gone to the devil, 
and from what I saw in his home the trouble started 
with his mother. I've heard his mother talk just the 
way Patsy here gave it to us. You talk as though this 
idea of freedom were something brand new. I mean 
the idea of following your impulses. It's old as history. 
And my chum, Jim, was raised on it. No laws except 
self-made ones; anything right that expresses 'beauty, 
love, and truth,' and every man for himself as to what 
'beauty, love, and truth' are. Marriage based on 'love' 
with the right to break the marriage vows the moment 
you think 'love' is gone. And what stuff I've seen 
calle(l 'love'! 

"Jim's living under another name now, trying to 
start over again, with the odds all against him, after 
a year in prison for killing a little child while speeding 
under the influence of booze." 

"Say," broke in Tommy, "are you a theological stu- 
dent? Where did you get all this, anyway?" 

"No," Bill smiled at her, "I'm planning to go into 
law. I guess the trouble must be with my mother." 
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SOMEONE has said that there is just as much authority 
in the family as ever, only now it is the children who 
have the authority. On all sides we hear a great deal of 
talk about the lack of respect on the part of young peo- 
ple for those who are older, especially for their own par- 
ents. Most of us have seen children who made no 
pretense of doing what their fathers and mothers would 
have them do, and in some cases we have probably 
known children who boasted that they "did as they 
pleased" regardless of what father and mother might 
think. 

Is there any real basis for the old attitude that chil- 
dren should obey their parents and hold them in honor? 
And is there any limit to that old commandment, 
"Honor thy father and thy mother"? 

It was my mother who carried me under her heart 
and loved me before I was born. For me she walked 
through the valley of the shadow of death that I might 
have life. When I was too little to care for myself she 
nestled me in her arms and knelt by my crib at night. 
My first faltering steps were taken with my hand in hers 
and through all my childhood sickness she was my only 
nurse. My tears were her sorrow and my laughter her 
joy; At her knee I learned to pray, and in her love I 
first discovered what God's love was like. She never 
lost faith in me. In my school days she studied with 
me and helped me prepare for college. If I have found 
the service of Christ, it is because she set my feet on the 
path he trod, and when death comes, it will be my 
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mother's prayers and faith that will still be a light in 
the darkness. 

Before I was born my father prayed that I might be 
strong and true and good. His first sentence to my 
mother the morning I was bora was, "Perhaps some 
day he will be a missionary." Not till I was in college 
and decided that I wanted to be a missionary did I 
know this, yet all those years my father's loyalty to 
Christ and his service was a constant challenge to find 
for myself the glory of such service. ; 

It is when we sit down and think of all that father 
and mother have given for us in love, in service, in 
sacrifice, that we really come to a sense of the honor 
that is theirs by right. 

But our fathers and our mothers are human and 
make their mistakes. Even when these mistakes are 
very great, if we will count the hours they have given 
to us in loving care, we cannot escape the feeling that 
we still owe them a great debt. 

On the other hand, we must face the facts that there 
are fathers, and even mothers, who are selfish, and who 
stand in the pathway of their children when those chil- 
dren come to manhood and womanhood and would 
serve the great King. I think of mothers who have 
tried to prevent their daughters giving their lives to 
Christ for missionary service among sisters of another 
race who were in great need. I know fathers who have 
done their utmost to prevent their sorts turning from 
paths which offered rewards in money and position to 
answer a call that offered little in worldly rewards but 
abundant service to others. Can we honor such 
parents? We can still love them, but if we are followers 
of Christ how can we honor their selfish choices? 

Would Saul of Tarsus have become the mighty mes- 
senger of Christ had he gone home to ask his parents' 
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consent? Would Jesus liave gone to the cross had he 
listened to his family, even his mother's pleas? I know 
many young men and women who have followed Christ 
when it meant that they had to face the displeasure and 
often the anger of their parents. ---,.-.. 

A young man once stood in a court to receive a prison 
sentence. His father had been a great lawyer, and the 
judge who was to sentence him knew this. He turned 
to the prisoner and said, "Do you remember your 
father?" Then he added sternly, "That father whom 
you have disgraced." The young man replied: "I 
remember him perfectly. When I went to him for 
advice or companionship, he would look up from a 
book oh the law of trusts and say, 'Run away, boy, I 
ambusy.' My father finished his book, and here I am." 
How could that boy honor his father in that hour? 

Far more often fathers are like that father in the 
French Revolution. His son bore his name and they 
were both prisoners. One day the son's name was 
read among those called to die. The fatlier answered 
the name and took his son's place. He went to the 
scaffold and laid his head on the block. The blade of 
the guillotine flashed^ the head fell, the father died for 
the son he loved. So countless fathers would give their 
lives for their children. 

If only we could see with clearer eyes, we should see 
that they are giving their lives for us, these parents of 
ours, whose words we take so lightly. The old clothes 
that mother wears that the daughter or son may have a 
better chance at an education, the countless little sacri- 
fices our eyes so often miss, made gladly that we may 
have a chance to grow into nobler manhood do we 
count them? 

It is probably in the years when we ourselves have 
children of our own that we look back and remember 
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with deep gratitude the loving thoughts, the countless 
sacrifices, the nobleness of life and character of our 
fathers and mothers. Happy, indeed is the man or the 
woman who can look back on childhood years with no 
regrets because of loving words unspoken, loving deeds 
undone^ which might have brought joy to father and 
mother. 

Judge Lindsey tells us of another boy, brought be- 
fore him in the juvenile court in Denver. The boy 
was only thirteen, and again and again was brought up 
for truancy. His teacher told the judge that Tim 
stayed out of school to work. Judge Lindsey told him 
that there would be time enough later oh to work. To 
this the boy replied: "My father was a man, and did 
not work. He went off and left mother and me. I 
guess that's what killed her." 

One day Tim appeared in court with a happy face, 
and pulling a soiled and crumpled piece of paper from 
his pocket handed it to the Judge. 'TmgoinV to 
remember all the things you told me, and I'm goiri' to 
school regular, now I got that done," he said with some 
pride. Judge Lindsey looked at the piece of soiled 
paper. It was a receipted bill for fifty dollars for a 
headstone. Little by little Tim had been paying for 
that headstone for his mother's grave to express the 
love and honor he felt for her. "I wanted her to have 
a monument, Judge," Tim said, as he furtively wiped 
away the tears that would gather. "She done a lot for 
me; that's all I could do for her now." 

If some of you must face the hard and bitter fact that 
your father or mother is selfish and thoughtless, then I 
hope you will have the courage to follow Christ's call 
to service, even though it must lead you into paths your 
parents would bar you from entering. 
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7 
SHOULD A PROTESTANT MARRY A ROMAN CATHOLIC? 

You ask my advice as to whether you should marry 
a Roman Catholic girl to whom you find yourself much 
attracted; and, from what you write, the attraction is 
mutual. 

The Roman Catholic Church plays fair in this 
matter. It stands unalterably opposed to such mar- 
riages. By word and rules it seeks to discourage 
Roman Catholics from marrying outside of the Roman 
Catholic fold. The Church believes that such mar- 
riages prove unhappy and, unless the non-Catholic 
enters the Church, there will be no spiritual unity in 
such a home. I have never met a Roman Catholic 
priest who did not oppose such unions, nor read in any 
Catholic publication anything save opposition to 
marriage with non-Catholics. 

While the Church is unable to prevent members of 
its fold from marrying non-Catholics, it places every 
possible barrier in the way of such a marriage being 
consummated. 

Protestants do marry Roman Catholics and are often 
happy, though, strange to say, I have had the experience 
numerous times with such couples, where they say, 
"We are happy but we would not advise others to do 
what we have done." They know how great the risks 
of such a marriage are, having gone through with it. 
Before you go too far you ought to face all the implica- 
tions. I propose to help you see as clearly as possible 
just what lies before you. You can check with the 
young lady the questions I raise, or, in case she does 
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not know the answer, you can go to her priest and ask 
his advice. 

Let us take the Roman Catholic position in such a 
marriage as yours would be. First of all, as a non- 
Catholic, you will be held to have no true conception 
of religion, and, as marriage is considered by the Roman 
Church to be a sacrament, you will have no final say as 
to what your marriage service will be like. The Roman 
Catholic Church will decide that for you. In most 
parishes the priest will forbid your being married at 
a second service, after the Catholic ceremony. In 
numerous churches only Catholics are permitted as 
attendants in the bridal party, so that you might be 
unable to have your brother for your best man or your 
sister for a bridesmaid. 

Before the priest will consent to marry you there are 
a number of things which you will be expected to do. 
You will have to take a course in the doctrines of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Will the young lady be 
willing to take such a course in the Protestant faith 
from your minister, who will be very glad to talk with 
her> and for which there will be no charge? 

Then you will be expected to sign under oath a 
statement that all your children of such a marriage 
will be brought up as Roman Catholics. This will be 
difficult for you. You are asked to sign away your spir- 
itual rights to your own children. If you are true to 
this pledge, you will not take any step to share with 
your children the point of view toward religion which 
I know you hold, and which is very different from that 
which the Roman Catholic Church claims is the only 
true faith. A great host of men arid women have suf- 
fered torture, the inquisition, loss of their property and 
their liberty to keep alive that freedom of the conscience 
and of religious liberty for which Protestantism stands. 
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All this which you hold you must not share with your 
children. You give them to the Roman Catholic 
Church to be raised in all their spiritual thinking 
according to the teachings of that Church. 

Of course to those to whom religion means little, or 
who take all such pledges as of no significance, this 
.will not matter, but not so with you. Religion in your 
home, in so far as it is expressed outwardly, will be 
Roman Catholic in form. There will be no give-and- 
take, no compromise, in which three days in the week 
you are allowed to express Protestant conceptions and 
ways of worship, and on the other four your wife may 
observe Catholic ways and forms. 

Many Roman Catholics in this situation count on 
the Protestant breaking down and joining the Church. 
Every possible pressure will be brought to bear to that 
end. But will you? Is the assumption justified? 

And be sure that you will have to contribute to the 
Roman Catholic Church. There is a constant demand 
on Catholic families to support the Church. You will 
discover before you are married that there are fees for 
almost everything. Later your children will not be 
baptized, confirmed, married, buried, or anything else 
without paying for it. You will be asked to pay a fee 
for the very document on which you sign away your 
children's spiritual freedom and your right to instruct 
them in religious faith. 

The matter of birth control is important in the age 
in which we live. Under no conditions will the 
Roman Church justify the use of birth control. The 
Church, like Caesar's armies, needs men and supporters. 
It will not matter how financially unable you might 
become to support a growing family, nor how unfit 
physically your wife might be for motherhood, you 
will be required by the Church either to abstain from 
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all sex relations or take the chance of parenthood again. 
This is partly because the Roman Catholic Church 
practices birth control on a wide scale. Its host of 
monks, nuns, and priests completely thwart nature in 
so far as helping to reproduce the race is concerned. 

The people who decide that the rest of us shall not 
practice birth control are old men who have never 
married; as unfit a group to deal with this problem as 
one could gather together. 

Practically all Protestant churches, including the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, as well as such groups as 
the American Medical Association, League of Women 
Voters, National Federation of Women's Clubs, and 
numerous educational and scientific groups favor intel- 
ligent birth control education. The healthiest and 
economically highest groups in Europe teach it as part 
of the state educational system. 

But it is not alone on the grounds of health and 
sanity that I attack the Roman Catholic position; I 
judge it as an unmoral attitude toward sex. It makes 
the sex act an animal function for the reproduction of 
the species. It asserts that sex relations for any other 
purpose are immoral. I affirm that such an attitude is 
immoral. The sex life in men and women is a far 
different thing from that in animals. Animals follow 
only blind instinct and the sex act is for the reproduc- 
tion of the species. In men and women it is a high 
and spiritual expression of a psychic union above and 
beyond the act of mere reproduction. It is by no means 
limited to an animal function by which children are 
conceived. 

Moreover, only wanted children ought to be born in 
our world today. Decent food, adequate clothing, the 
right to an education ought to be part of the heritage 
of every American child. And beyond that is the 
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mother's health, and her mental preparedness for 
motherhood. This is of supreme importance. The 
right spacing of children is part of the moral code of 
intelligent men arid women in America today. 

Of course thousands of intelligent Catholic families 
do practice birth control. All one needs to do is to 
study birth statistics to know this to be true. Every 
child born in America today has a right to be conceived 
in love and hope, welcome because the mother is 
physically and spiritually prepared for the holy sacra- 
ment of motherhood. And that is not always possible. 

Ask your young lady what her ideas are on this most 
important matter. You have a right to know before 
you enter on a life together in which the health and 
happiness of your wife and children are involved. 

Keep in mind that the Roman Catholic Church will 
not consent to divorce save for the cause of proved 
infidelity. No matter how incompatible, how cruel, 
vulgar, or selfish the partner may prove, the marriage 
bonds must hold. 

Then there are other aspects of this problem to which 
you need to> give thought. I happen to know that you 
were deeply in sympathy with the people in Spain in 
their futile struggle to oppose the rebel Franco with 
his hordes of Africans, Germans, and Italians. Surely, 
you know where the Roman Catholic Church stood in 
regard to Spain's torture. And you know where it 
stood in regard to Mussolini's brutal and cruel rape of 
Ethiopia. There is something in this ideology which 
you need to consider before you take your final step 
arid make an irrevocable decision. 

I know of happy and successful marriages between 
Catholics and non-Catholics. They all fall within one 
of four categories. First: the non-Catholic joined the 
Roman Catholic Church and professed conversion. 
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Second: the Catholic abandoned the Roman Church 
and, either joined a Protestant church or gave up any 
outward allegiance to a church. Third: neither of the 
persons concerned cared about religion from the 
church point of view and paid no attention to the 
vows they made to the Church. In most of these 
cases they were married in the Roman Catholic Church 
solely because of pressure from the Catholic family of 
the girl. Fourth: the non-Catholic partner had little 
use for religion in any form and was willing that the 
other bring up the children according to Catholic 
doctrines. In several cases the couple have never been 
married by a priest, which means that from the point 
of view of the Catholic Church they are "living in sin," 
at least the Catholic member of that union is. 

If you do not come under one of these four cate- 
gories, my advice is that you had better do some very 
clear thinking before taking a step which may lead you 
both into endless argument and great unhappiness of 
mind. 
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Is AMERICA A CHRISTIAN NATION? 

SEVERAL years before the first World War I attended 
a conference of Christian students, who had met to 
learn something of the needs of non-Christian lands. 
Over the platform hung a map of the world; on that 
map America, Great Britain, Germany, and one or two 
other favored countries, were pictured in white. 
France, Italy, Austria and the other Roman Catholic 
countries, were in red. The Moslem lands were painted 
green, the battle color of Islam. But by far the greater 
portion of that map was in the inky black of heathen- 
dom the vast continent of Africa, all of China, Mon- 
golia, Siberia, India, Siam and Japan, all in heathen 
blackness. We stood and sang with great fervor, "O 
Zion haste, thy mission high fulfilling." We were 
Zion! Another hymn sung with much enthusiasm was, 
"We've a story to tell to the nations, that will lead 
their souls to the light." 

That sort of attitude was tolerated in those balmy 
pre-war days, but since then we have learned many sad 
lessons. We do not feel quite so justified in picturing 
ourselves all in spotless white and looking with sorrow 
upon the blackness of our heathen brothers. The 
nations responsible for engulfing the world in blood, 
in which over ten million young men were slaughtered 
and millions of helpless women and children-starved 
to death, were the nations we had painted white on 
that map. The nation which has produced the most 
fearless leadership against war is India, which we 
painted in black. A glance at the papers tells us of 
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starvation among thousands of our miners and their 
families in the coal fields of Pennsylvania and Colo- 
rado, of oil scandals among our cabinet members and 
leading politicians at Washington, of gangs shooting 
each other down in the streets of pur great cities, and 
of our marines killing people in Central America. 
We read of the utter disregard for law and we hesitate 
to tell the rest of the world that we are "Zion," pre- 
pared to "lead their souls to the light." 

We have looked with horror on the atrocities and 
massacres of the Turk in Asia Minor, but do we know 
that no country in the world has such a record for 
lynchingsas have we? We burn men, and even women, 
to death in our cities and our lynching record is stained 
with cruelty that would make even a Turk shudder. 
Our record shows that we use seventeen times as many 
ounces per person of narcotics and drugs as "opium- 
soaked China." 

We pride ourselves on our "democracy" and think 
of India as the land of "caste." Yet there is no country 
in the world where race prejudice is so alive and cruel 
as in this United States. Recently a scholarship for 
two years' study in Paris was offered to the person who 
submitted thefinest pieces of original work in sculpture 
in New York. The committee of award unanimously 
chose the work of a certain contestant. It was discov- 
ered that the winner was a young colored woman. 
The committee refused to permit her to accept the 
award merely because of her race. We carry our color 
prejudice even into the realms of art and education. 
Look at the disgraceful affair in Gary recently, where 
a mob of students in the high school filled with race 
prejudice against the few Negro students, beat the 
school committee and principal into forcing the col- 
ored students from the high school. Yet many of those 
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students were themselves the children of recent im- 
migrants, who had found opportunity in America. 
The colored children were the decendants of men and 
women who had been in this country since its earliest 
days. Many of our leading colleges and churches will 
not permit a Negro to have any share in their oppor- 
tunities. Our "caste system" is as cruel,, as unchris- 
tian, as pagan, as anything in India. 

All the old talk about the battle line of Christ out on 
the foreign field, of the trenches of Christendom in 
heathen lands, no longer holds good. The battle line 
in the fight for Christ runs right through the center of 
America. The call for earnest Christian young men 
and women rings strong from a thousand quarters of 
our own land. We are not white and those other lands 
black. We are all in the shadow together. We must 
no longer see with the eyes of the Pharisee and pray 
his prayer, but we too must join the sinner on his knees, 
scarce lifting our eyes to heaven. 

Take our attitude toward war and militarism. 
Numbers of so-called "patriotic societies" are trying to 
suppress all free speech by those who are advocating 
peace and the reduction of large armaments. In many 
of our schools compulsory military training forces the 
goose step on our boys. 

In spite of the bewilderment left by the war and its 
horrible revelations; in spite of the vanishing vision of 
a new heaven and a new earth, in this present terrible 
renewal of slaughter, never in all history have some 
things stood out more clearly than they do today in the 
life of America. And somehow these center for us 
around two names the two names which are beloved 
by all those whose ideals still contain reality and truth 
and for whom hope is not yet dead. 

Somehow, whether it be justified or not, these two 

45 



HONEST ANSWERS TO HONEST QUESTIONS 

names are associated close together in the minds of 
men, and these names are America and Jesus* America, 
more than any other nation in the history of humanity, 
has been built around the ideal of human brother- 
hood and equality for all. The blood of countless peo- 
ples flows through our veins. We are justly proud that 
many folk have landed on our shores ignorant and in 
poverty, and have been given the opportunity to rise 
to splendid heights and render noble service. Here 
we have given refuge to multitudes fleeing from per- 
secution of Czar and Sultan> from the pogroms of 
Russia and the massacres of the Moslem. Here men 
may worship God according to their consciences. Our 
fathers saw this ideal of brotherhood afar off and but 
dimly. They talked of "freedom" and held slaves; they 
suffered for religious liberty and often denied it to 
others. But little by little the vision grew clearer and 
they were in dead earnest. At the heart of the ideal 
lies the message and life of Jesus. He gave his life 
for world brotherhood and that men might have life 
and have it more abundantly. No other ideal can 
solve the world's outstanding problems. 

In our fathers' day Lincoln arose and in one ringing 
sentence focused their thought on what forever after 
has become an undisputed truth in the minds of all 
clear-thinking Americans. He said, "This country 
can no longer remain half slave and half free." Does 
that not need to be repeated today? Do we not see it? 
Have not 'the graves of millions of young men slaugh- 
tered on the battlefields, of women and children starved 
or massacred in the war days, have these not cried 
aloud in our ears, "You cannot remain half slave and 
half free" half of us sneering at the other half; half 
of us looking down on the other half; half of us enjoy- 
ing what the sweat and blood and tears of the other 
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half make possible for us? Class and race prejudice, 
national and international selfishness and false pride 
-these must go if we are to build the ideal for which 
the world is praying; a brotherhood where the spirit of 
Jesus becomes a reality. If we cannot do this in 
America, where in the world can it be done? 

Who save Jesus can lead us to such an understanding? 
His ideal of brotherhood shuts no one out. . But no 
one who has given much thought to this ideal believes 
it can become a reality apart from a spiritual awak- 
ening. The curse of America today is our materialism. 
We estimate values in terms of size and speed and 
money. "Bigger and better," for us means, "larger and 
faster." We can talk with London and Paris and Berlin 
over the radio, but have we anything worth saying? 
We can travel four hundred miles an hour through the 
air, but when we arrive have we anything to offer which 
will make life really better? We are certainly "on our 
way," but where are we going? Do we know the goal? 

The other day I saw in a magazine one of those pic- 
ture puzzles for children. There in the picture was a 
ship sailing on an ocean. Underneath were the words: 
"Here is a ship. Find the captain." Search as I might 
I could not at first find the captain. I turned the pic- 
ture to the right and to the left, upside down and at 
angles. Then suddenly I saw the captain. After that 
it seemed impossible not to see him. His sturdy face 
and cap stood out in the picture as a flag against a 
blue sky. So Christ comes into this modern world of 
ours with all its seeming chaos. How often it seems 
a ship without a captain, sailing swiftly onward but 
whither? Then for some of us Christ comes and 
touches the picture. He says, "There is God, your 
Heavenly Father loving, caring, struggling; my Father 
and your Father" The ship has a Captain. We see 
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the goal. That goal is human brotherhood in the spirit 
of Christ. Wars are banished, for no man can hate 
another when that spirit enters his heart; class and 
race prejudice end as the Ghristlike vision of one 
another comes into the mind; courage to make the 
dream a reality strengthens those who discover through 
Jesus that God is at the heart of things, and that his 
power and love are available to all who will let him 
work through them for the ideal. 

We take down that map from the wall, for we are 
not all white and those brothers of ours all black. With 
new conviction we go out to face the challenge of a 
battle line which runs around the world. There is 
"a message to tell to the nations, that will bring their 
souls to the light." It is the message of Jesus. We need 
to begin proving that his message will work, by living 
it here and now. There is no use in trying something 
on others which we have failed to put in practice our- 
selves. 
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WHAT SHALL WE Do ON SUNDAY? 
Must It Be Different From Other Days? 

WHY NOT ask the question, How shall we spend our 
Saturday; must it be different from other days? From 
ten thousand, yea, many times that number of young 
people I hear a mighty chorus rise. What is that united 
voice saying? Let us listen. "Certainly Saturday must 
be different? What do you think? Think we want to 
go to school every day? Say, where would our athletics, 
our recreation, our good times come in? Make Satur- 
day like Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday? Not if we have any say in the matter! It 
would take the joy-end out of the week." 

I agree with you. I believe that we need a play 
time, a time for recreation, for fun, for release from the 
classroom or the daily routine. I believe it is part of 
God's own law that our minds and bodies should have 
a period of rest and recreation. 

But we are more than simply marvelous machines 
contrived for doing work. We have values in our 
personalities, with power to think, enjoy, and love. If 
we wear out our bodies, we break down the possibility 
of efficient service in which our personalities might 
express themselves through acts and deeds of fine 
helpfulness to our fellows. There come times when 
such sacrifice of body and mind in a short space of 
time is called for, and which a brave man or woman 
will gladly offer, but most of us will render higher, 
finer service by conserving our strength. 
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If then, we need recreation and play, rest and change, 
to perfect this wonderful machine, which we call our 
physical body, in order more efficiently to make use of 
those higher powers of thought, purpose, will, and love, 
is it not fair to ask whether the athletic field, the play- 
ground, the picnic is an adequate means 6f building 
the life of the spirit? /We are not merely bodies, but 
immortal spirits. We are simply using these bodies 
for a few years of earthly life. And, so we claim as 
Christians, one might build a perfect physical body, 
become the strongest man in the world, the most beau- 
tiful woman, but if the life of the spirit was starved 
and turned into evil paths, then that life would be- 
come a failure and a tragedy. 

The finest kind of rest is the rest of the spirit, that 

inner peace which comes from fellowship with hidden 

sources of spiritual power. Turn to the great poems 

of our race, to the beautiful hymns of the Christian 

'.-faith and you will discover what I mean. 

"O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 

O calm of hills above! 
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
The silence of eternity, 

Interpreted by love. 

"Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of thy peace." 

Christians have set aside one day each week espe- 
cially for the purpose of building up the spiritual side 
of our lives, flooding our souls with God's peace. Wor- 
ship is an endeavor to come into real relationship with 
God. It is this fellowship with God that feeds the life 
of the spirit. 
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Now someone will say, "But I can worship God out 
in the woods or in a tramp through the country, such 
as I take on Saturday." It is true that out amid scenes 
of beauty, the works of God's hands, we do come into 
fellowship with him, if our spirits are reverent and open 
to the spiritual in nature around us. But I know that 
the life of the spirit through the ages has been strength- 
ened and renewed through people meeting together 
as members of God's family for prayer and worship. 
It is such worship in the lives of most of us that taught 
us the meaning of that spiritual presence we discover 
about us in nature. If the worship of the church were 
to cease, men would soon lose the sense of God's pres- 
ence in nature. 

True worship rests our spirits as nothing else can, 
for it brings us in touch with something so much vaster, 
stronger, better, and holier than we are that we forget 
our petty problems in the abiding presence of God. 
We go forth strengthened to new tasks, we catch new 
visions, we dedicate our wills and our affections to 
higher ends, and our wounds and failures are healed 
and left behind. 

All the popular songs ever sung, all the melodies 
ever played cannot compare with the great hymns 
we sing in the church. When we join with a, company 
of others in such hymns as "Elect from every nation, 
yet one o'er all the earth," or "Blest be the tie that 
binds our hearts in Christian love," we know that we 
need to worship in common at times to catch the full 
significance of our faith. One who never shares in 
worship has missed the deeper meaning of Christian 
fellowship. 

o; I rejoice, therefore, that there is one day in the week 
different from other days/ a day when we can go to the 
House of God and share together in worship, in refresh- 
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ing the spiritual powers of life. I look forward to Sun- 
day; I did all through childhood. It is the most beau- 
tiful day in the week, because it brings me nearer. to 
the best things that a human life can share in fellow- 
ship. 

To make this day possible for others there are many 
things we ought to be glad to do without. I am glad 
that the stores can be closed and the factories shut 
down, that there is no general mail delivered and fewer 
trains run. It means that others are having the chance 
to refresh their bodies and spirits. 

But Sunday ought not to be a day of restrictions that 
make it an unpleasant day for young men and women 
and children. To most of you who read this book 
Saturday is a day of recreation and play, but this is 
not true for multitudes. Saturday is also a day of work 
in store and factory. 

I see no reason why a young man shut up six days 
in the week in a factory should not have a chance one 
day in the week to get out in the open country and even 
on the ball field. If he remembers that he is a spirit 
and refreshes his spiritual needs on the day set aside 
for worship by going with others to the house of 
prayer in the morning, I am certain myself that Jesus 
would bless such a young man if he took the afternoon 
for some healthy recreation, even such as a good ball 
game or a game of golf. 

The main thing to keep before us is this, that to 
make Sunday merely a day for physical recreation, and 
starve the life of the spirit, is to warp the highest part 
of our personality. Never to set aside a time when we 
share with our loved ones, our friends, our community, 
our nation, the world, in worship and praise, in prayer, 
and meditation is to lose our share in the fellowship 
of the great family of God. On the other hand, to 
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make of Sunday a day merely for the observing of nar- 
row Puritanical customs is to do to that blessed day of 
rest just what the Pharisees did to the Sabbath in Jesus' 
day and which aroused his indignation. He refused to 
keep their narrow laws about the Sabbath, and they 
hated him for it. He went to the synagogue on the Sab- 
bath, but he also walked in the fields with his disciples. 

One other purpose which our Sunday ought to serve 
is to unite the life of the family. In the rush of our 
modern world the family life in the average American 
home is being broken down. The father is often a 
stranger to the younger children, so seldom through 
the week is the family together. Sunday offers us a 
chance to renew the ties that bind us to the home. To 
go together as a family to church, to sing together 
around the piano well-loved hymns, to revive at least 
on this one day the fast-disappearing custom of family 
prayers that once was a strength and source of power in 
the development of character in the American home- 
all these experiences shared will deepen and enrich the 
life of your home and the spirits of all in your family 
circle. Try it out next Sunday. Ask father and mother 
to co-operate. See how it works. Spend the afternoon 
together, out in the country or around the fire. Close 
the day with mother playing hymns, while everyone 
has a chance to choose the one he or she loves best, 
as all join together in singing. The years when you 
will be together as a family with mother playing at the 
piano will soon fly away, you will be scattered far and 
wide. The memory of those Sundays will be a blessed 
part of your life. 

I close with Theodore Roosevelt's nine reasons for 
going to church: 

1. In this actual world a churchless community, a 
community where men have abandoned and scoffed 
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at or ignored their religious needs, is a community on 
the rapid downgrade. 

2. Church work and church attendance mean the 
cultivation of the habit of feeling some responsibility 
for others. 

3. There are enough holidays for most of us. Sun- 
days differ from other holidays in the fact that there 
are fifty-two of them every year. Therefore on Sun- 
days go to church. 

4. Yes, I know all the excuses. I know that one can 
worship the Creator in a grove of trees, or by a run- 
ning brook, or in a man's own house just as well as in 
a church. But I also know as a matter of cold fact the 
average man does not thus worship. 

5. He may not he'ar a good sermon at church. He 
will hear a sermon by a good man who, with his good 
wife, is engaged all the week in making hard lives a 
little easier. 

6. He will listen to and take part in reading some 
beautiful passages from the Bible. And if he is not 
familiar with the Bible, he has suffered a loss. 

7. He will take part in singing good hymns. 

8. He will meet and nod or speak to good, quiet 
neighbors. He will come away feeling a little more 
charitable toward all the world, even toward those 
excessively foolish young men who regard churchgoing 
as a soft performance. 

9. I advocate a man's joining in church work for 
the sake of showing his faith by his works. 
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How MUCH OUGHT A CHRISTIAN TO SPEND ON HIMSELF? 
Is It Right to Grow Rich in a Poor World? 

MARY CARVER was in her first year at high school 
when her father died. Mary was the oldest of four 
children, and the only income of the family was the 
weekly wage of the father. When John Carver died, 
Mary's mother was left with a debt of two hundred 
dollars, mostly in doctors' bills, and the support of 
her four children. 

Mary left high school and went to work in the "Five- 
and-Ten." Her brother Jack, aged twelve, got a job 
out of school hours with a local grocery store. Mrs. 
Carver took in washing, and Helen and George, the 
ten-year-old twins/helped collect and deliver the laun- 
dry for their mother, did odd jobs now and then, and 
kept on with their school. The Carvers moved into a 
cheaper tenement in a less attractive part-of the town. 

Till her father died Mary had worn silk stockings, 
pretty dresses, and new hats, arid went frequently to 
parties. Suddenly all this came to an end. At first 
she had been glad to help her heroic mother and re- 
joiced that she could share in meeting the family ex- 
penses. But the work at the store was hard, and often 
on Saturday night Mary was too tired to think, much 
less play, and a feeling of discontent and bitterness 
rose in her heart. Her former schoolmates had gone 
on to a higher class, and Mary no longer received in- 
vitations to parties, because she could not dress in the 
expensive way that the other girls in her old crowd 
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at school felt was necessary. Her old friends would 
still nod to her when they came laughing into the "Five- 
and-Ten" to make a purchase, but Mary was sure that 
they pitied her and looked down upon her socially. 

On Easter Day came an experience which was hard 
to endure, but which Mary felt in after years was the 
great turning point in her outlook on life. Always 
she had worn a new hat and dress to church on Easter. 
This Easter, with the rent already overdue, the twins 
in desperate need of shoes, and a dentist bill to pay, 
there could be no thought of a new dress or hat. 

In the church-school class the other girls were ad- 
miring each others' new clothes when Mary, already 
sensitive about her clothes overheard a whispered re- 
mark: "You would think her mother would be ashamed 
to have her seen in such old things, but then she's only 
a poor working girl now" That afternoon in her 
room Mary had a good cry. Everything was so unfair; 
why could some girls have pretty clothes, new hats, 
silk stockings, and others struggle with poverty all the 
time! Why could some girls go on with their educa- 
tion, go through college and have everything, while 
others who had to work and scrimp and save were de- 
prived of even a high-school trainingl It wasn't fair! 

On her table lay a silver dollar, part of her weekly 
wage, which Mary turned over to her mother each week. 
She picked up the piece of silver and looked at it. 
The words "In God We Trust" struck her like a blow. 
What a mockery! Money was the last place on which 
to write anything about God. God, she had been 
taught, and had believed, united us in love as one 
family; money, she was coming to see, divided us, even 
in the church, into groups, social classes, erecting bar- 
riers like iron gates between us. 

Suddenly Mary thought of herself as she had been. 
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She too had been thoughtless and careless in the use 
of money. She had spent money freely, never think- 
ing that other girls were deprived of the things that she 
had in abundance. Poverty was teaching her to think 
of others; as a worker she was learning to understand 
others Jn need. She thought of Nellie Casey, who 
worked beside her at the counter all day. Nellie was 
supporting ,an invalid mother. Nellie looked half- 
starved. The miserable wages paid the girls in the 
"Five-and-Ten" were not sufficient for food and cloth- 
ing, rent, and light, to say nothing of doctors' bills. 
And Mary knew that Nellie starved herself to buy 
little delicacies for her mother. Yet how cheerful, at 
least most of the time, Nellie was! Mary's indignation 
rose at the thought that anyone could look down on 
Nellie, just because she happened to be "a poor work- 
ing girl." 

Jack and Mary came closer to each other in these 
days. Jack was determined to go on with his schooling, 
yet he would not shirk his responsibility in helping sup- 
port the family. He covered a paper route early in 
the morning, worked in the grocery store afternoons, 
evenings, and on Saturday. He was meeting other boys 
who were working for a living or to help support their 
homes, some of them in much harder circumstances 
than the Carvers. As JacK said to Mary one evening, 
"I never knew how many kids in this town were up 
against it till I went to work." 

Then Mary put her finger on her strongest quality, 
her will, and resolved. She resolved to study more 
about this problem of poverty and wealth, of how 
folks spent their money, of what Jesus had to say 
about the use of money, and some day she might help 
make things fairer for some other girls. She enlisted 
Jack in this study and they began to get books from the 
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public library which told them much which astonished 
them. 

Jack and Mary found out that the number of people 
in the United States who are struggling with poverty 
is much greater than is supposed. They discovered 
that a few families have an enormous amount of wealth, 
about 500 families owning as much as twenty millions 
of dollars each. About 5,000 families have as much 
as one hundred thousand dollars a year to spend and 
625,800 families have five thousand dollars a year. On 
the other hand, they read that more than half of the 
men who have families to support in the United States 
receive less than one thousand five hundred ; dollars. 

One book that Jack brought home told about the 
children who have to work. There are more than a 
million children fifteen years and under who are work- 
ing outside the home in America. Jack and Mary 
came to know about the wretched conditions in which 
great multitudes of people live in factory and mining 
towns, where in some cases the workers were little 
better than slaves, the big companies owning the homes, 
the stores, the places of amusement, even the churches 
of the workers, and permitting no organization among 
the workers whatsoever. These young people knew 
themselves by this time something of the dehuman- 
izing monotony of some kinds of work. Here is an 
extract from a book which Jack was reading to Mary: 
"Thousands of workers perform the same movement 
countless times a day. An observer tells of a woman 
whose only task is to take a half-formed hinge and place 
it in the bending machine fifty times a minute, or 
thirty thousand times a day. Another worker cuts 
out tin-can tops by pressing a foot-lever forty times a 
minute." So thousands upon thousands spend their 
days, their months, their years, their lives. 
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Mary was making a special study of living conditions 
among the working class. Since they had moved into 
the poorer quarter of the city she had begun to notice 
many things. She noticed that the city government 
did not take as good care of the streets, did not remove 
the rubbish as quickly as in the better parts of- the city. 
She learned that one third of the people in our country 
are living under poor housing conditions, conditions 
which fall below the standard of health and decency, 
and about one tenth are living under conditions which 
are an acute menace to health, morals, and family life. 
The descriptions of crowded rooms, dark tenements, 
lacking sanitary improvements, numberless cellar and 
basement dwellings where little children were born 
and forced to live made her sick. 

Beside them on the table was the evening paper 
which Jack picked up. There was an account of a 
football game and the paper gave an estimate of the 
amount of money spent by the students in a local uni- 
versity on this one game. The tickets had been five 
cfollars apiece and eighty thousand had been sold. The 
paper went on -to estimate what the students had spent 
in carfares, autos, meals, flowers, arid shows in con- 
nection with the game. Then it took up the amount 
of money represented in the expensive fur coats worn. 
The sum for that afternoon's fun went up into hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars- with little children half- 
clad and at the point of starvation in the same city 
where the game was played. "Is it right; is it Chris- 
tian?" Mary asked. "To spend millions of dollars on 
luxuries, chewing gum, games, perfumes, fur coats, 
rouge, tobacco, movies, while thousands slave-zV it 
right?" So Mary exclaimed. Her own contact with 
poverty was waking her up. Day by day the unfairness 
seemed to grow upon her, and slowly but surely she 
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was forming a purpose to make an effort to change 
these conditions if ever the chance came her way. 

Three years after the death of Mary's father her 
mother married again and the financial condition of 
the family .was changed. Mr. Watson, Mary's step- 
father, was a man of considerable wealth and a man of 
fine Christian principle. Mary went back to high 
school, two years behind her old class but more mature 
in thought and experience than any of them. Jack 
was in his sister's class now, and together they began 
to practice some of the things they had come to be- 
lieve about the use of money. They started in to re- 
duce the standard of luxury among the young people 
in the school. They insisted on dressing simply and 
refused to spend money on luxuries. They started a 
lot of discussion, but by the close of the year they had 
awakened so much serious thought that the senior 
class voted to limit the cost of their dance, the amount 
to be spent on clothes for graduation, and the cost of 
the class ring, to a figure that would not make the 
members of the class who were not well to do uncom- 
fortable and their parents unhappy because of the high 
price of graduation. 

Mary was now able to take up this problem seriously 
in her class at church school and in the Young People's 
Society at the church. She asked them to face the ques- 
tion as to what Jesus would have them do in a world 
where there was so much poverty. There were girls 
and boys in the church who were making their fathers 
and mothers miserable in their constant demand for 
high-priced clothes and spending money for amuse- 
ments, for dances, for luxuries. 

Jack and Mary had brought into the church numbers 
of young people they had come to know in. their work- 
ing days, and they wanted these young people to feel 
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at home. Mary told the class that being a Christian 
meant that we ought not to dress in such a way as to 
make others uncomfortable and unhappy because they 
could not afford to dress expensively. She urged that 
democracy and the spirit of Jesus meant that we ought 
to break down the class feeling which money raised. 
She remembered her own misery that Easter morning 
three years ago. One way to obliterate these class lines 
was to dress simply and inexpensively, to refuse to 
bend to the demand of the world to show off in ex- 
pensive clothes and in the reckless expenditure of 
money. Jack and Mary began giving of their money 
to help mothers take their children to the country in 
the summer, to aid fresh^air homes, the Near East Re- 
lief, and other methods of helping those in poverty. 
It was a satisfaction to jack and Mary to discover how 
many of their friends began to think more seriously 
on these things, so that even the older people in the 
church began to raise the question as to whether fol- 
lowing Christ didn't involve a simpler standard of liv- 
ing.'. .';. ' . : - . 
Now Jack and Mary plan to earn part of their way 
through college, and to fit themselves to be of some 
service where they can help bring more abundant life 
to those in poverty. 
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11 

Is INTERNATIONALISM UNPATRIOTIC? 

WE ARE living in an age when millions of young men 
are being driven to the slaughter of their fellows by 
this creed of race and nationalism. It has been 
preached as the supreme truth in Germany and in 
Italy, but no nation is free from this philosophy. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick calls it "Christianity's Supreme 
Rival." And it is exactly that. It divides men on 
false and narrow lines into hostile camps, each set on 
the destruction of the other. It lays homes and cities 
waste, as in Poland, China, Czechoslovakia, and now 
all central Europe. It breeds hatreds and cruelty and 
violence. 

The kingdom of God is built on love, fellowship, 
co-operation, brotherhood. Dare we believe that the 
spiritual forces of God are ultimately stronger than 
the terrible forces a Hitler can let loose upon the 
world? 

At the top of the editorial column of one of America's 
leading newspapers was printed for many years this 
statement: "Our country, in her intercourse with for- 
eign nations may she always be in the right, but our 
country, right or wrong." This is the heart of nation- 
alism. Nationalism asserts that we must put our own 
country first in every thought, word, and deed, no 
matter whether our country be right Or wrong. If 
you believe in nationalism, you must want your coun- 
try to win in any straggle, no matter how wrong your 
country may be. If your country is trying, even by 
unfair means to get control of resources and lands 



IS INTERNATIONALISM UNPATRIOTIC? 

to which she has no right, you must stand up for your 
country right or wrong. A true nationalist must be- 
lieve that no other people can compare with the people 
of his own nation, that no others can fight as bravely, 
think as clearly, produce as many great men, and that 
no other nation ever has been or ever can be as great 
as his country. This idea is held by many thousands 
of people in America today, it is taught in countless 
schoolrooms, and is even urged in sermons from the 
pulpit. Many groups even believe it is unpatriotic 
to hold an international point of view. What is inter- 
nationalism? 

At the top of another paper printed for years in 
America were these words: "My Country is the World 
My Countrymen are all Mankind." This is the heart 
of internationalism. Internationalism asserts that we 
must put humanity above our own nation, that we 
must think of what is right for all mankind; and that 
we must take our stand for whatever will make .-a better 
world, even though we may have to oppose our own 
country. If a government ordered its armies to invade 
another land, a nationalist would say, "Right or wrong, 
my country orders me to invade this other land and I 
will do as my government orders." A person who 
thought in international terms, and who decided that 
this invasion was utterly wrong, a crime against hu- 
manity, might say, if he had the courage of his con- 
victions, "I cannot take part in something so utterly 
wrong, so terrible a betrayal of humanity." He might 
be sent to prison, he might be shot. Many have taken 
such a stand and have suffered for it. In our own 
country a few men who believed that war was a crime 
against humanity and against the spirit and teachings 
of Jesus, refused to take part in the World War. They 
were sent to prison for long years and suffered cruel 
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treatment. They put what to them was the good of all 
humanity above everything else. This is international- 
ism. Is internationalism unpatriotic? 

That depends on what your idea of patriotism is. 
Let me give you some illustrations to think about. I 
do not purpose to answer this question; I only hope 
to start you thinking about what the right answer 
ought to be. Perhaps you can debate this question in 
your class or school. 

The paper on which these words, "My Country is 
the World My Countrymen are all Mankind," were 
printed, was The Liberator, and the man who put 
them there was William Lloyd Garrison. In Boston, 
on Commonwealth Avenue, is a beautiful monument 
to Garrison, and those words are carved on the marble. 
But when Garrison published The Liberator the peo- 
ple of Boston broke up his presses, stoned him in the 
streets, and many wanted to kill him. Slavery was 
an institution protected by the laws of the country, a 
source for financial help to thousands of Americans. 
Garrison believed it was wrong, he felt as keen a sense 
of brotherhood for the African slave as for his New 
England relations. He took his stand against the 
country on the side of humanity. Was h&unpatrioticf 
He was an internationalist. Are good Americans 
ashamed that William Lloyd Garrison was an Ameri- 
can? You will find his monument in many cities; 
his name in all our history books. Did he love America 
or did he hate America when he tried to awaken the 
conscience of his country to the evil and the shame of 
the slave trade? Was he a less worthy citizen of our 
country because, in the face of persecution, he put 
humanity and the world above loyalty to one country 
or to one nation? 

Chile and Argentina are states in South America. 
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Their borderlines run for many miles side by side. 
Some years ago there arose a dispute over this border- 
line. The nationalists in Chile claimed that the line 
was not correct, that Argentina had land that belonged 
to Chile. Nationalists in Argentina declared that this 
was false/The nationalists on both sides were ready 
to plunge the nations into war. Bishop Benavente, 
of Argentina, was an internationalist. While his gov- 
ernment and the army leaders were crying out that all 
good Argentines must now hate everyone in Chile and 
be ready to kill them rather than give up one foot 
of land, this bishop thought of the mothers in Chile, 
the little children, as well as those in his own country. 
He thought in international terms. With great cour- 
age, for many at once denounced him as a traitor, he 
appealed to the people of both countries to talk the 
matter over, to arbitrate rather than go to war. He 
dared to say, "My country may be wrong in this mat- 
ter; let us find out where the Teal answer lies; let us 
see who is wrong. Let us," said he, "not think of our 
own nation but of justice/' A nationalist would call 
this "unpatriotic." The bishop should have put his 
country first, right or wrong. 

At the top of the Andes Mountains on the borderline 
between Chile and Argentina, there stands today a 
wonderful statue known as the Christ of the Andes. 
It was set up by the people of both countries in cele- 
bration of the response to Bishop Benavente's plea. 
War was averted. The statue was cast from the melted 
cannon of both countries. Men and women and chil- 
dren of both nations camped together at the border- 
line and at sunrise unveiled the statue while the good 
bishop offered prayer for both countries and for the 
peace of the world. It was the prayer of an interna- 
tionalist. Had he been a nationalist, the nations 
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would have been at war over some few miles of terri- 
tory, men would have been killing each other, mothers 
would have been weeping for their sons, wives for their 
husbands, children for their dead fathers. The bishop 
would have been praying God to bless the soldiers of 
his own land and asking that they be given power to 
kill more of the enemy than the enemy was able to kill 
of them. 

At sunrise, instead of the sound of bursting shells 
and the cursing of men in bayonet attack, there floated 
over the valley music and singing as the children of 
both countries joined hands. The inscription on the 
statue is this: 

"These mountains will crumble into dust sooner 
than the people of the Argentine and of Chile will 
break the peace which at the feet of Christ, the Re- 
deemer, they have given their word to keep." 

There are no monuments to generals who led their 
troops to slaughter in this war that might have been 
fought; there is the Christ of the Andes. Bishop Bena- 
vente was an internationalist. Would you say he was 
unpatriotic? 

The first sermon that Jesus ever preached had to do 
with nationalism. Do not let me influence you by 
telling you what I think Jesus said. Read it for your- 
self . It is in Luke 4. 1 6-30. Why were the Jews in the 
synagogue angry? Was Zarephath a Jewish city? Did 
the Jews like the Syrians? What people did the Jews 
believe to be the favored of God, the "chosen people"? 
Was Jesus "unpatriotic"? If Jesus were to be born in 
America today, an American boy, which newspapers 
would he like the most, the one with "My Country, 
Right or Wrong," on its front page, or the one which 
printed, "My Country is the World My Countrymen 
are all Mankind"? 
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MY PRAYER 

Who is so low that I am not his brother? 

Who is so high that I've no path to him? 
Who, is so poor I may not feel his hunger? 

Who is so rich I may not pity him? 

Who is so hurt I may not know his heartache? 

Who sings for joy my heart may never share? 
Who in God's heaven has passed beyond my vision? 

Who to Hell's depths where I may never fare? 

May none, then, call on me for understanding, 
May none, then, turn to me for help in pain, 

And drain alone his bitter cup of sorrow, 
Or find he knocks upon my heart in vain. 

(& Ralph Harlow.) 
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12 
Is DEMOCRACY PRACTICAL? 

ACROSS the world there is sweeping a fierce and 
contagious fire. It is called by various names: dictator- 
ship, Fascism, Nazism, totalitarianism; but in each and 
every form it scorns democracy and declares that in 
the present world democracy will not work. 

Here, in America, we still laud and praise democracy. 
That word rings in sermons from a thousand pulpits 
and in the lectures of college professors, and is pro- 
claimed by our statesmen, business leaders, and the 
people in city and hamlet. It is sung by school chil- 
dren and voiced in prose and verse across the land. Is 
democracy practical? Will it work? 

On Lincoln's Birthday I stood at the entrance of 
that most beautiful of all shrines in Washington, the 
Lincoln Memorial. There in his great marble chair 
sits the President we honor, loved in the hearts of his 
countrymen. For us Abraham Lincoln is the symbol 
and the very incarnation of the ideal of democracy 
"government of the people, by the people, for the 
people." 

Patriotic and military organizations had placed 
wreathes in tribute at the foot of the statue. Looking 
into those sad eyes of Lincoln, which seem to gaze 
far off across the city, one wonders what he would say 
to us in so tragic an hour, when democracy seems 
shaken to its foundations, and the wild lust of dicta- 
tors for power marches onward to new conquests. 

On the previous day Mrs. Roosevelt, the President's 
wife, had been speaking at a great gathering in Phlla- 
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delphia in honor of Lincoln. Among other things 
Mrs. Roosevelt had said, "Abraham Lincoln took only 
the first step toward freedom. His Proclamation de- 
clared that slavery would no longer be tolerated; But 
that declaration was only an ideal, not a fact. We do 
tolerate slavery in different ways, and it is not only the 
people of one race who are slaves today. Slavery is 
of many different kinds. Today we are facing an era 
in which we have to make certain things become facts 
rather than theories. We are getting to the point 
where we are going to insist that all human beings 
have certain basic rights in modern civilization that 
all should be equal before the law, that there should be 
no discrimination in citizenship rights, and that all 
should have the same opportunities for economic and 
educational advantages." 

This is democracy of which the wife of the President 
is speaking, and they are brave words. I am persuaded 
that Abraham Lincoln would have uttered a loud 
"Amen" had he heard them. Because with the youth 
of this land lies the future of America and the hope 
which Mrs. Roosevelt holds in her heart, it is impor- 
tant that you should know what lies back of her state- 
ments. For if democracy is to survive, the kind to 
which Lincoln dedicated his life, then this vision must 
be translated into reality in our national life. 

From the Lincoln Memorial I walked over to the 
great palace of marble where the Supreme Court of 
the United States, sits in black-robed majesty. Over 
the portals is carved in large letters "Equality Before 
the Law." From the steps of the Supreme Court I 
could see another large building, where musical con- 
certs are held. I knew that no Negro citizen can at- 
tend those concerts. When Roland Hayes, the great 
singer, last sang in that building, the students of the 
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Music ScHool of Howard University asked that they 
might attend and hear this artist of their race. They 
were told that as a special concession they might climb 
a dark back fire escape and enter a window at the top, 
where they could sit in the darkness of the back gal- 
lery. Of course no self-respecting American Negro 
student would accept under such humiliating condi- 
tion, such condition as Hitler might place upon 
Negroes or Jews in Nazi Germany. They did not hear 
Roland Hayes sing. 

Mr. H. G. Wells, the noted British writer, has put 
this statement in one of his books: "There is no more 
evil thing in this present world than race prejudice, 
none at alll I write deliberately it is the worst single 
thing in life now. It justifies and holds together more 
obscene cruelty and abomination than any other sort, 
of error in the world/' The philosophy of the Nazi 
and Fascist state is built around that error. But what 
of democratic America? 

Recently I was in a city where two men had been 
driven from the town, one the minister of a church,, 
the other the principle of a high school. Both of these 
men were educated, cultured, Christian citizens. They 
had committee! no crime, they paid their taxes, they 
were law-abiding members of the community. What 
had they done to merit such treatment in a democracy? 
They had gone to the polls and tried to vote and they 
were Negroes. "You can't vote here, get out." So 
great was the feeling aroused against them that the 
minister was asked to leave the city and the School 
Board dismissed the principal. Does democracy work? 
Is it practical? 

Look at conditions in Washington, the proud capi- 
tal of our democracy. No Negro can enter the res- 
taurants of the city, no matter how hungry he may be, 

70 



IS DEMOCRACY PRACTICAL? 

even though he has the money with which to pay for 
his meal. I know of only one exception and that is 
the restaurant in the railway station. Keep in mind 
the words of Mrs. Roosevelt about democracy "the 
same opportunities for economic advancement must 
be available for all." 

Since 1918 two hundred and forty white men have 
been added to the fire department of the city of Wash- 
ington. Not a single Negro has been given an oppor- 
tunity to join that force. Had the Negro population 
of Washington been given the same equal treatment 
at jobs in proportion to their numbers, they would 
have drawn $593,598 in wages. There are only 38 
Negroes on the police force of Washington today; that 
is four less than they had in 1928. Had the Negro 
citizens of our capital been given equality before the 
law in a chance to serve on the police force, more than 
370 new Negro policemen would have been .appointed. 
This in wages would have meant an increase of $893,- 
289 in the purchasing power of the Negro community. 
Yet you will be told in Washington that the Negro is 
shiftless and on relief rolls in larger numbers in pro- 
portion to the white population. Is it any wonder 
that such is the case? 

Look for a moment at the schools of the country. 
Here is an extract from a letter from a former student 
of mine, now taking a Ph.D. at Yale. He is from Mis- 
sissippi: "I am getting much information as to the 
Negro problem here in Mississippi. There are fifteen 
counties with 49,697 Negro children who should be in 
school for whom there are no high-school facilities at 
all. The salaries of the Negro teachers are practically 
the same today as they were forty-seven years ago. 
This state draws thousands of dollars from Federal 
relief funds on the basis of its Negro population, but 
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more than twenty-five per cent of those funds it uses 
for white education as well as all the funds it draws 
on the basis of the white population. I know of one 
county that spends.only 28 per cent of the money they 
get because of the presence of Negro children on Negro 
education. There are 3,737 Negro schools in Missis- 
sippi. Of these, 2,309 are owned by public-school 
authorities, and 1,428 are owned privately. This 
means that 1,428 schools are housed in churches, ten- 
ant cabins, lodges, or any other type of building that 
may be available. The average annual salary paid a 
Negro teacher in a rural school in this state is $125. 
The typical school term is 100 days. Of the 6,000 
Negro teachers in the state, 3,000 are below college level 
in education." 

Take another aspect of this problem. Dr. Arthur 
Raper, the research secretary of the Commission on 
Interracial Co-operation in Atlanta, Georgia, writes: 
"There are many conspicuous differences between 
white and Negro schools. One acquainted with the 
Black Belt communities can pick out the Negro schools 
by the appearance of their exteriors while riding along 
the road at fifty miles an hour. There are differences 
within quite as great. Few Negro pupils are given 
transportation, though thousands of white children 
receive this service. In fact, the number transported 
in 1928 was 69,526 and in 1934 it had jumped to 117,- 
085. Since then it Has gone steadily up. Not so the 
Negro pupils who need such service. The total amount 
spent for the transportation of Negro pupils in the 
entire state was much less than the suni utilized for 
the transportation of white children in two counties 
alone." Is this democracy? 

In a New York City church a few Negro families 
had been taken into membership. The rector was 
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seeking to practice the ideal of Jesus. From the clerk 
of the Vestry came the following letter: 

"We have come to the conclusion that it is impos- 
sible to continue the work of the parish and maintain 
it as a white church while the present rector is in 
charge. He seems determined to admit colored mem- 
bers into the parish. I therefore offer a motion to ask 
the rector to resign; and if he fails to do so, to address 
a communication to the Bishop, asking for his re- 
moval. The Vestry is to consult a lawyer to draw up 
charges." 

Is this Christian? Is it democracy? 

Would the organizations which placed the wreathes 
at the foot of Lincoln's statue stand up and protest 
against such discrimination against American citizens 
of the Negro group? One of these organizations re- 
fused to let Miss Marian Anderson use its hall solely 
because she was a Negress. We can rejoice that Mrs. 
Roosevelt not only proclaims her belief in justice and 
in democracy, but she practices it. She resigned from 
that organization in protest, and Miss Anderson sang 
before a crowd of many thousands there in the open 
space before the Lincoln Memorial. I am certain 
Lincoln would have rejoiced in that tribute before his 
shrine. .;' :" - , '' ;.-.-/ '.. ' ." : --' - . -.' -'. ; 

It is so easy to substitute the worship of a person 
for loyalty to the ideal for which he stood. A boy or 
girl may praise his or her mother and tell how much 
they love her, yet refuse to live by the ideal that mother 
holds in her heart for them. This is democracy's worst 
and most subtle enemy today in our beloved land the 
lip-service to democracy and the refusal to practice the 
ideal. Jesus saw this temptation as one of the most 
constant which his followers would meet, "Why call 
ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" 
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It is so easy to Offer prayers, recite creeds, attend wor- 
ship, and then betray the ideals to which Jesus has 
asked us to dedicate our lives as his followers. 

Democracy and Christianity have much in common. 
Both stand for equality and justice, both are inclusive 
and universal, refusing to shut others out on the basis 
of race or color. Both aim to offer the fullest possible 
opportunity for highest self-expression in all that is 
high and good and noble to all men and all women. 

Meanwhile we read of the injustice and cruelty 
which-, many minority groups are receiving in Europe 
from those who reject both democracy and Christi- 
anity. The cruel persecution of the Jews stands out 
in glaring light. We are glad we live in a democracy, 
but is our record clean when we consider how Jews 
are treated in America? What fraternity or sorority 
opens its doors to Jewish students? How many hotels 
close their doors against them? How difficult it is in 
many places in our country for Jewish young people 
to secure jobsl 

When we turn to the economic order, we again raise 
the question, Is democracy practical? As Christians 
we may be sure that God does not approve of the in- 
equality between great masses of people in this nation 
and the few whose wealth is counted in millions. The 
National Resources Commission report indicates that 
the poorest third of the American families and indi- 
viduals receive no more of the total national income 
than was received by the richest one half of one per 
cent. In an editorial in the New York Times on Sep- 
tember 3, 1938, we read: "The contrasts in income to 
which this report calls attention are really shocking." 
In a recent book dealing with the condition of the 
fanners I read: "In 1930 two million American farmers 
received no more for all the wheat and cotton pro- 
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duced than was the total income, in 1929, of 513 
wealthy individuals." 

I have a great deal to do with young people, and I 
know how very difficult is life for many thousands of 
American boys and girls in this present social order. 
The last report of the American Youth Council states 
that "forty per cent of employable youth have been 
unable to find work. The depression has forced more 
than one and a half million young people who nor- 
mally would have been married to postpone the 
step." And then one reads, "One eighth of the first 
admissions to state psychopathic hospitals are between 
the ages of 15 and 24." 

Destitution, Disease, Demoralization, and Disinte- 
gration those four horsemen of death and destruction 
wage savage warfare against multitudes of exploited 
people in our fair land today, because we are unwill- 
ing to practice the democracy we preach. 

America still has an ideal, born of the passions that 
make for righteousness. That dream is not the one 
the boy in Germany or Italy is being taught; for it 
deals not with conquest by sword and machine gun, 
of blood and battles, of arrogant assertion of stupid 
and groundless claims to superiority because of blood 
or race which exist only in the mind of dictators and 
have no scientific basis in fact our dream is expressed 
in, the words we love to sing, 

"O beautiful for patriot dream 

That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 

Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 

God shed his grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea!" 
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Let those of us who love America and believe that 
democracy needs to be guarded and passed on to future 
generations resolve that we will not substitute worship 
for loyalty; that we will be of those who not only place 
our wreathes at the feet of Lincoln; but also seek with 
greater devotion to incarnate in our lives and in the 
life of America the ideal for which he stood and for 
which he gave the last full measure of devotion. 
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WHAT Do You MEAN BY "RELIGION"? 

IN ASKING several hundred students to write out a 
definition of what they meant when they talked about 
religion, I have had a wide range of replies. Some of 
these are in conflict with others. Here are eight typi- 
cal definitions given by young people: 

1. Religion saves individuals from helL 

2. Religion helps men to overcome sin in their lives. 

3. Religion is the chief source of strength by which 
we can live nobler lives in God's service. 

4. Religion offers comfort in pain and gives men 
courage to meet life's disappointments. 

5. Religion is the great integrating force in life. 

6. Religion alone can help men to abolish war and 
race prejudice. 

7. Religion will bring in the kingdom of God on 
earth. 

8. Religion prepares men for the future life. 

But there are many religions: Christianity, Moham- 
medanism, Judaism, Buddhism, Shintoism, etc. How 
is one to discover what true religion is? As Christians 
we discover that we are divided into many groups: 
various Protestant denominations, Roman Catholics, 
Greek Orthodox, Syrians, Copts, Anglicans, and others, 
each with its individual claim to present the truth of 
religion. 

Even within any one of these groups we find wide 
divergence of interpretation of the truth, such as fun- 
damentalists, modernists, High and Low Church, lib- 

77 



HONEST ANSWERS TO HONEST QUESTIONS 

erals, conservatives, etc. The problem grows more 
complex. Yet everywhere men seem "incurably reli- 
gious," seeking answers to questions which religion 
alone claims to supply. What, then, is the goal of 
religion? What is true religion? Where can we find 

it?/' . ; . ; " '' .;; ; ' ; ' .- ' ''. 

In a world torn with wars, fearing the future, 
plunged in hatreds and bent on destruction, we may 
well raise the question, What of religion? Some of 
us are sure that the evil times upon which we have 
fallen are due more than anything else to a lack among 
men of spiritual values, a failure to relate their lives 
to all that religion offers. 

We know that we are not talking now about forms 
of worship, nor about creeds, so much as we are seek- 
ing that inner unity and peace and fellowship which 
bind men together in common brotherhood, inspired 
to dedicate their lives to service. For this is the basic 
claim of religion at its highest. 

We do not rule out here the contribution to spir- 
itual insight and the inspiration to noble living which 
other faiths supply. We know that "God hath not 
left himself without a witness anywhere." But we are 
concerned with the Christian faith and its principles. 
For us whatever may come under the name of vital 
religion must have at its heart the kind of God re- 
vealed in the life and teachings of Jesus. Now, what 
is this religion of Jesus and what is its goal? How may 
we share its inspiration and vision? 

The Communists have said of religion-and they 
had in mind a form of Christianity which they had 
seen "Religion is the opiate of the people." Is there 
any justice in such an accusation? Let us look to our- 
selves first. 

Here in the United States we have been told that 
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one third of the people are improperly fed, clothed, and 
housed. In a recent report issued by a commission in 
Washington, which made a study of the condition of 
children in our land, it was stated that one child in five 
does not have enough food. Over ten million men 
in America are unemployed. Yet the church builds 
costly buildings, its members seeni to be comfortable, 
and its program includes many activities. More than 
fifty millions of Americans are church members. What 
is the church doing to meet this challenge of poverty, 
of suffering, of war and race prejudice which are at 
its doors? Is religion an opiate that helps us forget 
the suffering and the needy? 

When I was a teacher in a college in Turkey, a group 
of my keenest students met together to form an atheist 
society. Said they, "Religion divides us and makes us 
enemies; if we can get rid of it, we can be brothers." 
They were Moslems, Jews, and Christians. 

Yet for multitudes religion is the most unifying ex- 
perience in their lives, an experience of God which 
binds them to one another as members in one common 
family. Last year my wife and I spent several months 
in India and in other distant lands. We met young 
people in conferences where religion brought us to- 
gether and gave us a sense of our oneness. 

When one has this inner experience of God's pres- 
ence in life, one knows that at the heart of vital reli- 
gion is the spirit of brotherly love binding men to- 
gether, ending the spirit which makes for war. It goes 
deeper still. It creates in the heart a desire to aban- 
don whatever divides or crushes human life. That 
spirit of acquisitiveness out of which come wars van- 
ishes when real religion enters the heart. Men do not 
want wars, but they do want things, and they are will- 
ing to go to war to get things or keep things. True 
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religion causes men to embrace an ideal in which the 
community is built around love and cq-operation 
rather than the possession of things. 

Applied to our present social order this would bring 
in a revolution, but a revolution without sword or 
violence. It would involve the giving up of exploita- 
tion of weaker nations by the more powerful ones. 
China has suffered for many years from such selfish 
exploitation. The man who wrote, "In the cross of 
Christ I glory," wrote it on the deck of a battleship 
off the coast of China, when his country was fastening 
the cruel opium drug on China against its will. 

In this emphasis on religion as an experience of God 
in the heart, leading one to work for a better social 
order and for the application of love and unselfishness 
to all of life, are we leaving out the relation of religion 
to man's personal and individual needs? 

Can we ever hope to build a better social order or 
a warless world apart from individual men and women 
whose lives have been transformed by the power of 
God's love? But if God is concerned for us as indi- 
viduals, it cannot be that he is indifferent about the 
social conditions in which we are placed. For in those 
social surroundings we know are obstacles to the abun- 
dant life which Jesus said he came to offer men. 

We know that the years of our childhood are very 
important years. As a young minister I lived and 
worked in a church in the slum district of New York 
City. There I saw the influence of that environment 
on the lives of children. It was distressing. Poverty, 
disease, sin, stalked through those dark and dreary 
tenements. Vice and drunkenness kept company on 
every street corner. Here were hazards to the souls 
of every child in the district. Later I recognized in the 
existing social order other obstacles to men's salva- 
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tion, just as great, and far more subtle, than the evils 
of the slums. For I saw men forced by economic prac- 
tices to cheat competitors, or in politics turn cruel to 
men of other races. 

A few generations back there was a general attitude 
that God was in his heaven and that hence all was 
right on earth. Religion was a force that was con- 
stantly at work, and everything was bound to get better 
and better in the nature of things. Economic forces 
were thought to work in such a way that even greedy 
men would be forced to work for a just distribution 
of wealth. One great churchman went so far as to 
declare, "Men are led to render the greatest service to 
the public when they are thinking only of their own 
gain." 

Those of us who have lived to see this second great 
World War engulf the nations in its strangle-hold, and 
watch the processes of nationalism and imperialism and 
selfish power-politics at work, have no optimistic hope 
that by some mysterious magic or supernatural act of 
Providence mankind will be transmuted from selfish- 
ness to sacrificial love. The fact that Christians dare 
to believe that God is seeking alike the redemption of 
the individual and the redemption of our social order 
does not mean that we believe in the inevitable prog- 
ress of mankind. What we do assert, out of the reli- 
gious experience, is that natural forces are not the 
only influence at work upon the pages of history. 
Not in the hands of man alone, nor at the mercy of the 
natural forces about us, does our destiny lie. Our God 
transcends both nature and man. In the face of all 
the terror and sin and ruthlessness of the hosts en- 
gaged in mortal combat, we proclaim that we have 
shared an inner experience which enables us to hold 
fast a faith in a God who is Christlike in character and 
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whose power is incalculably greater than all the other 
forces now at work on human destiny. We dare to 
trust that his ultimate purposes are beyond defeat. 

If, however, we hold this faith, we can hardly sit back 
and be content to let things take their course with no 
offering of our lives and all we are to God's great 
cause. Our fathers may have been able to interpret 
religion in terms which left them comfortable amid 
social conditions that gave them homes and a pleasant 
living, but condemned thousands of their fellows to 
slavery and to living conditions of unspeakable degra- 
dation and poverty. We do not believe that God is 
content to let things remain so, nor would he have us 
remain content. God needs no help from us to guide 
the stars in their courses, or to turn the tides of the 
sea, but, if our fellows are to be redeemed from war 
and poverty and sin, then God does need our co-opera- 
tion. To refuse to enter this struggle is to desert God 
and abandon the field to the forces of evil. 

Spiritual religion is an inner experience in which 
men discover God at work by their side, supplying 
them with his own strength and vision. It was Jacob 
Riis, who gave his life to combating the evils of the 
slums of lower New York's East Side, who said to some 
of us something I have never forgotten 'We fight to 
win, for we fight with God for his children." 

I find young people very critical of the Church, yet 
often unwilling to work in the church. A Yale senior 
said to me: "Religion in America has compromised 
with the paganism of our present social order rather 
than offering any resistance to it, or showing that it 
has something to offer out of which a new world can 
be born. Ministers talk as though being a Christian 
and doing God's will would make you prosperous and 
successful. This was the doctrine our political leaders 
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proclaimed before the depression, if I read them aright. 
America was prosperous because we were righteousl 
There seems to me quite a lot of sentiment in the 
church in the direction of securing social justice but 
very little is done about it." 

There is too much in what this young man says to 
rise in protest against it. But it is fair to point out 
that no other organization in America is giving so 
much time and effort to the problems of brotherhood, 
industrial justice, race relations on a basis of under- 
standing and fairness, as is the Christian Church. 
Hundreds of social action commissions, increasing 
statements and action by church groups mark the prog- 
ress of the Church toward a more sincere practice of 
Jesus' way of life. The press and literature of the 
Church is seeking as never before to stir its members 
to think and act by the gospel of love. I can assert 
that the ministry, especially the younger ministers, 
are pressing this cause of the poor and the exploited. 

Religion, if it is to be effective in our generation, 
must be expressed in organized forms of service. We 
must seek to avoid the mistake of thinking that our 
organization can ever take the place of the truth it 
seeks to incarnate. That truth man can know only 
partly and see through a glass darkly. Only God knows 
the full truth. But to the man or the woman whose 
heart and mind and soul are touched with the splen- 
dor of God's thoughts, with the exceeding wonder of 
his presence, "neither death, nor life, nor, angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
. . . shall Be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." There is no sub- 
stitute for religion in the soul of man. 
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DOES SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH THROW DOUBT 
ON RELIGIOUS TRUTHS? 

THERE are many students in our high schools and 
colleges who are under the impression that the study 
of science has tended to throw doubts on the truth and 
value of religious faith. They have been led to be- 
lieve that great scientists are agnostics, and that science, 
based on known facts supported by proved statements, 
is undermining religion. 

Of course science itself is based on faith. The scien- 
tist believes that he can depend upon his sight, his 
hearing, his present knowledge to arrive at certain 
conclusions. Often, however, a later generation has 
proved that even scientific conclusions need to be re- 
stated in the light of more recent discoveries. Great 
scientists have launched out into the unknown, and 
the result has been radio, the discovery of radium, the 
knowledge about electrons, and many other important 
discoveries. From the known men have ventured on 
into the realm beyond. So religious faith is a gallant 
adventure on beyond. It starts with the known and 
bases its progress on what reason reveals, but it goes 
on into the unknown in an adventure of faith. 

Dr. Robert Andrews Millikan is one of the greatest 
scientists in the world today. He was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Physics, and for research work he was 
given the Edison Medal. Doctor Millikan has made a 
study of the position taken by outstanding leaders of 
thought in America on this question of the relation 
of science to religion. He sent out the following state- 
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ment and asked the men to whom he sent it if they 
would sign it. The statement reads as follows: 

"We, the undersigned, deeply regret that in recent 
controversies there has been a tendency to present 
science and religion as irreconcilable and antagonistic 
domains of thought, for, in fact, they meet distinct 
human needs, and in the rounding out of human life 
they supplement rather than displace or oppose each 
other. 

"The purpose of science is to develop, without preju- 
dice or preconception of any kind, a knowledge of the 
facts, the laws, and the processes of nature. The even 
more important task of religion, on the other hand, is 
to develop the conscience t the ideals f and the aspira- 
tions of mankind. 

"Each of these two activities represents a deep and 
vital function of the soul of man, and both are neces- 
sary for the life, the progress, and the happiness of the 
human race. 

"It is a sublime conception of God which is fur- 
nished by science, and one wholly consonant with the 
highest ideals of religion, when it represents him as 
revealing himself through countless ages in the devel- 
opment of the earth as an abode for man and in the 
age-long inbreathing of life into its constituent matter, 
culminating in man with his spiritual nature and all 
his Godlike powers." 

Among the men who signed their names to this 
statement were the following: 

Charles D. Walcott, geologist, president of the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences; president of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, and head 
of .the Smithsonian Institution of Washington. 

James Rowland Angell, psychologist, president of 
Yale University. 
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Michael I. Pupin, physicist and engineer, professor 
of Electro-mechanics and director of the Phoenix Re- 
search Laboratory, Columbia University. 

William James Mayo, surgeon, for many years presi- 
dent of the American Medical Association. 

Arthur A. Noyes, chemist, director of the Gates 
Chemical Laboratory, California Institute of Tech- 
nology. 

John C. Merriam, paleontologist, president of the 
Carnegie Institute of Washington. 

Gano Dunn, chairman of the National Research 
Council, Washington, D. C. 

As these men are all Americans let me give you the 
statements of some of the leading men of science across 
the seas. Sir William Crooks, the world's leading 
chemist, writes, "I cannot imagine the possibility of 
anyone with ordinary intelligence entertaining the 
least doubt as to the existence of a God, a Law-Giver 
and a Life-Giver." 

Sir James Geikie, dean of the Faculty of Science of 
Edinburgh University, writes, "It is simply an imper- 
tinence to say that 'the leading scientists are irreligious 
or anti-Christian.' " 

I have given these statements of some leading 
men of science on this question, because I find that 
high-school boys and girls are often upset by the re- 
marks of some young teacher in science who cannot 
pretend to be in the same class with these men. If you 
have such a teacher confront him with these statements 
by the really great scientists if he says that one cannot 
be scientific and at the same time believe in God. '''It- 
is not true. 

Of course the reasonableness of religious faith and 
the interpretation of religion in relation to its signifi- 
cance to our universe and life it is not the business of 
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the scientist to prove. The men to whom we should 
go if we seek such proofs are those who have given 
of their heart and mind and strength in devotion to 
the realm o/. religious truth. As Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick well says: "Far more important than the opin- 
ions of the individual scientists for religion or against 
it is the fact that scientists are coming increasingly to 
recognize the limitations of their field. The field of 
science is limited; its domain is the system of facts and 
their laws, which make the immediate environment of 
man's life; but with the Origin of all life, with the char- 
acter of the Power that sustains us and the Destiny that 
lies ahead of us science does not deal, and cannot deal" 

We live in a universe where today there are two 
answers to many questions, where to primitive man 
there was but one. To him a religious answer and a 
scientific answer were the same thing. He would have 
said that a god caused it to rain, and made it rain. 
Today we have a scientific answer to such a question 
as to what causes rain, but there is also a religious 
answer the specialist in religion claims, out of his years 
of faithful study, in which he is unafraid of the scien- 
tific method of following after truth. For of those 
laws as an explanation as to what causes rain there 
remains the question, What intelligence is behind 
those laws? Religion has an answer. Leading scien- 
tists agree that the answer is not inconsistent with 
scientific truth and is a far more logical, intelligent, 
and satisfactory answer than any theory based on the 
supposition that there is no God, but only blind force 
behind this universe. 

It is an answer which ennobles all of life and places 
values on life in its fullest and finest qualities, so that 
religion becomes the pearl of great price, second to 
nothing in importance to life and life's enduring values. 
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Is A CODE OF ETHICS A SUBSTITUTE FOR RELIGION? 

A COLLEGE professor pointed to a church spire and 
said to me, "If only we could get rid of churches and 
all this supernatural religion, and build our lives 
around an ethical code, we would take a great step 
forward." 

There are writers and thinkers who claim that be- 
lief in the existence of God is inconsistent with modem 
thought, and that ethics, based on scientific investiga- 
tion and sociological knowledge of men's needs, will 
supplant religion. 

On the other hand there are hosts of men and women 
who have found in their religious faith and experience 
something which no ethical code can supply. They 
affirm that those deeper needs of the human heart and . 
those higher springs of social action must find their 
comfort and their strength in religion. 

It is true that science shows us today what is good 
and what is harmful in realms where once man turned 
to religion for such light. Ethics are moral codes 
built up on scientific knowledge rather than on spir- 
itual revelation. For these reasons the claim is made 
that social morality and guidance in one's personal 
problems depend upon reasoning processes rather 
than upon emotional experience. "Face the facts" 
these people demand. 

At once some questions rise and ask for answers. Is 
it true that a person who is ethical but with no reli- 
gious faith, is of as great value to a community as one 
with that same code but with religious convictions? 
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If religious faith were to vanish from the hearts of 
men, might we expect a better and higher social order 
a century hence? What are some of the immediate 
consequences which might be expected in the average 
community, if religious faith were supplanted by an 
ethical code devoid of belief in God and immortality? 

As a teacher I am aware that there are young men 
and women who argue that morals are not dependent 
upon religion. Some of them go so far as to assert that 
the moral level of the community would be raised if 
we could get rid of religion. They enjoy quoting col- 
lege professors and learned writers as declaring that 
ethics has established its right to exist independent of 
any religious support or sanction. 

This marks a vast gulf between our generation and 
that of our forefathers. For them back of all morals 
was God's law. The Ten Commandments were writ- 
ten by God in the consciences of men. Watch the looks 
of incredulity that appear if you attempt to state that 
in any tone of final authority. Any truth in such laws 
today is due, you will be told, to the proof which 
human history and the experience of the race can 
offerj|not to any "divine revelation." Much in the 
mor^|;cddes of our fathers, and which they were sure 
wasllfebted in the^aw of God, we no longer obey nor 
approve. Take alia single example the way of ob- 
serving the Sabbatbii" 

Many young people are saying that the only author- 
ity is an inner one. Whatever seems right to you, 
that is your authority!- The Bible, the Church, reli- 
gionthese have vanished as sources of moral author- 
ity. Sociology tells us that moral codes are simply the 
products of social custom. Psychology teaches that 
they are the results of reflexes due to environment and 
heredity. Thus, more and more, ethics and religion 
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are drifting apart. Science seems to support the argu- 
ments of those who claim that we can abandon reli- 
gion and still live moral lives to high ends. Ethical 
autonomy is the heart of the gospel of the Human- 
ists. Recently I saw the results of a poll taken by a 
newspaper in which sixty per cent of the readers stated 
that they no longer believed in God. 

During my childhood the Sabbath was a day set apart 
for worship and meditation. One was reminded that 
religion had a definite place in the life of the com- 
munity. But today, with moving-picture houses 
packed, baseball games drawing great crowds, and all 
sorts of secular opportunities for amusement clamor- 
ing for attention, there is less and less evidence that 
religion plays any important part in the life of the 
average community. Religious services ,at colleges 
were well attended a score of years ago, where today, 
even when a well-known preacher visits the campus, 
a scant minority of the student body comes to the col- 
lege chapel, from which all compulsory attendance 
has been banished. 

Everywhere young people are asking "Why turn to 
religion when out of man's study of scientific law and 
social change he can establish the kind of moral law 
which will best meet his needs?" Are these folk right 
when they say, "Away with religion; build your own 
ethical code"? 

Of course we need to define what we mean by reli- 
gion. In a previous chapter 1 we discussed that ques- 
tion and arrived at the conclusion that vital religion 
is at its heart an experience. If that be true, then the 
abandonment of some verse in a creed or a changing 
attitude toward some custom does not imply that reli- 



1 Chapter on "What Do You Mean by 'Religion'?" 
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gion per se has lost its significance. Are we not justi- 
fied in asserting that where men are discovering in the 
universe and its laws; in their own hearts and in the 
lives of others, a moral significance related to life, 
that does not detract but, rather, adds to the validity 
of our claims for religion? Religion, in other words, 
is being rediscovered in man himself and in the uni- 
verse rather than in ancient creeds, institutions, and 
old books. 

What criticism does the Christian make of the claims 
of these people who scoff at religion? They assert that 
truth, beauty, and even goodness and love, are spir- 
itual values in human experience. But the essence of 
their philosophy is. materialistic. They deny that 
there is any spiritual or eternal reality in man or in 
the universe. At least not in any ultimate or abiding 
values. There is nothing that will remain at last save 
matter, and all the things we value most are at the 
mercy of the things we value least. Life is a bubble, 
blown for a moment to burst and vanish forever. All 
that we call an experience of God, this awareness of 
Ultimate Reality, this sense of relationship which can 
only be expressed in terms of love and friendship all 
these become but dreams of our 1 own making and have 
no relationship to the ultimate nature of the universe 
and man. One has a right to raise the question as to 
what ethical social order can be built around so tragic 
and depressing a conception of life as that? Can the 
highest and best in man flourish or come to fruition 
out of such a materialistic philosophy? 

But some will want to interrupt. Are not some of 
the finest and bravest among us, idealists with a passion 
for justice, without any religious faith? Are not spir- 
itual values highest in their code, even though they 
seem unable to believe that these values have any 
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reality outside of man's limited earthly life? If such 
men make the most of such values while they live, 
ought we to say that they are not idealists, or claim 
that for them materialism is the outstanding reality? 
My joy in a friendship may be more real to me than a 
rock on which my friend stands, and which Will go on 
existing long after my friend has passed away. But 
while the friendship lasts and the friends are con- 
scious of that tie, does it not have a, certain abiding 
reality for them? In so far as they make of that friend- 
ship something which dares stand against the uni- 
verse with its impersonal facts, are they not idealists 
of the highest type? They would say that they are 
too humble to claim that man is of such importance 
as to endure beyond the consciousness of life on earth. 
Here, again, the man or woman with religious faith 
feels that something is woefully lacking in such a phi- 
losophy. I refer to personality and its value in the 
scheme of things. The unbeliever says that he is too 
humble to claim immortality for man. But does he 
not claim that personality emerges by mere chance on 
this insignificant planet? The religious faith of the 
Christian, placing individual personality above the 
worth of stars and suns, seems the height of the ridicu- 
lous to the other. But what of the egoism of a phi- 
losophy that takes sword in hand and rises up against 
the whole universe and declares: "I alone have con- 
scious thought and intelligent reason. No mind is 
greater than mine, no goodness is to be found anywhere 
in the universe save in this creature man"? What of 
the egoism that faces the entire cosmos and makes 
such assertions? Has it not substituted the creed 
of the Christian for a creed of its own which begins, 
"I believe in man the almighty," and which involves 
a vast amount of credulity to accept? 
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Whence comes man's sense of right and wrong, his 
ability to appreciate beauty and truth and goodness? 
Whence conies his awareness of spiritual values? 
Whence comes the ability to reach out and take in 
all that which the spirit of man seems to discover as 
a fellowship with the Unseen but the Real? 

The chief criticism which the Christian makes of 
this philosophy of life lies in its assertion that the ulti- 
mate fact about life and the universe is that matter 
is what is real and all qualitative experiences are 
merely subjective with no relationship to anything 
eternally real at the heart of the universe. If there is 
no immortality, no spirit in man, no God of goodness, 
love, and service, then the very fact that we have been 
able to achieve such faith and hope and love leaves us 
the more lonely in a universe which has no answer 
to our prayers, no purpose concerned with the destiny 
of man. This would make of the universe a place 
utterly alien to spiritual ideals. In it personality has 
small abiding value. A tragic sense of defeat broods 
over men who hold such a philosophy. Professor 
,Otto, one of the ablest writers of this philosophy of 
despair, writes in his book, Things and Ideals: "Real 
defeat will overtake humanity only in so far as men 
themselves, forgetting that they are comrades in doom 
and agents of each other's woe or weal, go down the 
years estranged from the one friend they have each 
other." "Comrades in doom"! John and Peter, Paul 
and Timothy, Luke and Jesus, Phillips Brooks and 
Augustine, Francis of Assisi and Luther with no 
friend save orie subject to the ravages of the grave and 
the finality of death! And then I hear such words of 
triumph as these, "I know in whom I have believed, 
and I am persuaded that he is able to keep me over 
against that day." Some of us have had an experience 
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that remains unexplained if Otto is right about the 
nature of man and the universe. 

What ultimate ethical code will survive such a phi- 
losophy? Will man, convinced that his whole existence 
is due to mere chance, and that he himself is nothing 
more than an atom of matter, alive somehow for one 
brief moment between two endless nights, working 
blindly at his fate but with no hope, be held respon- 
sible for any act? If all sources of inspiration lie 
within the brain cell, and that which we call experi- 
ence be but an expression of matter, will man 
be expected to build a future in which justice, sacrifice, 
and love will play dominant roles? Can selfishness 
and cruelty be defeated by such a philosophy, or can 
man be expected to work toward a co-operative com- 
monwealth? Do we not see in the Russia of Stalin and 
the pagan philosophy of Nazi Germany the results of 
such a creed? Are not the battlefields of this new and 
terrible war the answer to such questions? 

These unbelievers say that Christians have made of 
religion an opiate, an escape mechanism from the reali- 
ties of life. Can it not be said with some conviction 
that they do this very thing themselves? Do they not 
retreat into their own theories in the face of what they 
assert to be the facts? The facts, they say, are tragic 
no God, no immortality, no ultimate reality save 
matter, no purpose, no heaven, nothing but dust in 
which we are "comrades in doom." Then, in order 
to escape the terrible implications of such a philosophy, 
they build a defense mechanism in an attitude toward 
life which urges indifference toward the unpleasant 
facts and urges men to live as though the good in them 
were of abiding significance. They seem to me like a 
man who, thinking the mountain is a volcano and 
about to erupt, jumps down the crater. 
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If, however, we Christians claim that religion adds 
something to life that ethics alone cannot offer, we 
must accept the challenge which much in a humanist's 
philosophy presents. If there are to be found unself- 
ish and sacrificial men and women lacking spiritual 
faith, then how much more ought we to expect in sacri- 
fice and service of those who hold such a faith? The 
final estimate of personality in the Christian faith can 
be summed up in those words from the New Testa- 
ment, "Fellow workers together with God, called to 
be saints." For the redemption of mankind from such 
paganism as is now laying the world in ruins we shall 
need a triumphant spiritual faith. For the saving of 
men from social as well as individual defeat we shall 
need a conception of life's ultimate values in words 
that ring with triumph and inspire courage. This 
courage must be built on reality, not on fantasy. Only 
in God can such abiding reality be found. Whether 
one is an unbeliever or holds the Christian faith, one 
must choose amid much that is unknowable. Science, 
psychology, history, experience all seem to me to sup- 
port the faith that dares to believe, in God, a living, 
holy, triumphant God of life and love, whose purposes 
are ultimately beyond defeat. 
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DOES GOD HAVE A PURPOSE FOR MY LIFE? 

THIS is a question which thousands of young people 
face each year; that is, if they are earnest and eager to 
make their lives count for Christ. Someone once said 
that to be disappointed in love is a tragedy, but that 
to be disappointed in life is far worse. If God has a 
purpose for my life, something he is counting on me 
to do, and I fail him, could there be any failure worse 
than that? 

Ever since Jesus stood by the Sea of Galilee and called 
Peter and John to leave all and follow him, every 
generation has produced young men and women who 
have heard that call: 

"Jesus calls us: by thy mercies, 
Saviour, may we hear thy call." 

Turn to your hymnbooks and you will find that 
countless hymns proclaim that God calls men and 
women; react a few of the great biographies of Chris- 
tian leaders, and you will discover that they are sure 
that God called them to their lifework. Jesus again, 
and again tried to tell people that no matter how small 
their gifts might seem to be, God could make use of 
their lives in his service. Now, if God has a work for 
you to do, there is no other work in which you will 
be as happy and of as great service as in that of his first 
choice. It does not mean that he cannot use you if 
you refuse to follow his best choice, but it will be a 
second best 

Is there, then, any way by which I can discover God's 
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will for my life? I believe there is. It would be very 
strange if God has some work for you to do and is un- 
able to show you what that work is, unless you refuse 
to let him show it to you. Of course you can refuse 
to listen. God never wants conscripts in his service. 
He wants volunteers. "Here am I, send me." 

So the first prerequisite of discovering God's will 
is that you are willing to know. That means that what- 
ever, wherever, whenever it may be that God wants 
you to serve, you are ready. You are willing to go to 
the heart of China, to Africa, into the great cities of 
America, or to some lonely country place, provided it 
is God's call. You will put no limitations on God. 
You won't say, "I'm willing to serve God in America, 
but not as a foreign missionary." That would mean 
that you are telling God what you will not do, no 
matter what his will may be. You cannot find the will 
of God that way. What soldier could say to his general, 
"I'm willing, to serve behind the lines, but not at the 
front"? Would the general accept him? So we begin 
by saying, 

"I'll go where you want me to go, dear Lord, 
I'll be what you want me to be." 

.This. is. not an abject surrender, it is an eager conse-i 
cration. 

All through history, the Christian fellowship has 
maintained that we could have communion with God. 
That means that we can talk with God, and he can re- 
veal his thoughts to us. Prayer and meditation are 
such means. Through an open mind and willing heart 
he speaks to us. 

Do you open your heart to God in prayer and medi- 
tation, and do you listen for his "still small voice"? 

In the Bible we have the best record of men who dis- 
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covered God in their lives. They made their mistakes, 
but they kept on. In Jesus we have the altogether 
perfect man, the One who could say, "I do always the 
will of Him that sent me." A faithful, continuous, 
earnest study of the Bible, especially the life and teach- 
ings of Jesus, is another means of discovering how God 
reveals himself to human hearts. The second prerequi- 
site, then, is prayer and a study of the Bible. 

Now, God gave us our minds. We were meant to 
use them. These people who tell you not to rely on 
the mind are wrong, unless God made some terrible 
mistake. If we can't rely on our mind, then this is a 
crazy world. Jesus said, "Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy mind." 

Any use of our minds would lead us to this conclu- 
sion right away, it seems to me. In this kind of world, 
with all its need for Ghristlike service^ it is not possible 
that God would call Christian men or women to give 
their lives where there is no need. In other words, the 
call will be to a 



"God, give us men. 
A time like this demands 
Strong hearts, true faith, and willing hands." 

Now, there are many needs. Some of these needs 
are much greater than others. For some of these needs 
there are few offering themselves. Let me mention a 
few needs which God must want filled today: There 
are parts of the world where there are top few doctors. 
There are parts of the world where there are too few 
schools. Think of the need for men and women who 
will practice in our own country the Ghristlike life 
among people of different color. In parts of our coun- 
try people pray and read their Bible and then refuse to 
treat fairly .a person of darker skim Our home mis- 
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sionary boards are eager to find young men -and 
women who are willing to teach in schools where race 
prejudice is being broken down. Think of the need 
in business today for men who will treat those who 
work for them as brothers rather than as so many 
"hands" through whom they make money. Amid the 
lawlessness of our land what a need for men in poli- 
tics who will stand for honor, for justice, for right, and 
will not sell their votes; men who will be defeated 
rather than tarnish their Christian idealsl 

I would state as a third prerequisite for discovering 
the will of God a faithful study of the needs, and a 
willingness to make a careful comparison of those 
needs. This means that you will read books which 
tell about the work being done by foreign missions in 
our own country in various lines of work. It means 
that you will talk with people who can tell you about 
such needs, and. that your mind will ever be open for 
God's call. Some day, probably through some great 
need, you will hear his voice, and you will know he 
i& calling you. 

But it would not be fair to leave it here. For there 
is another factor in this which needs to be taken into 
consideration. I call that the personal factor. We are 
. all different. One boy has the possibilities of being a 
great doctor, another would make a poor doctor, but a 
great teacher. God doesn't want poor doctors who 
might be fine teachers. He will call you to something 
you can do with all your heart and soul, and for which 
you are fitted, provided doing his will is your greatest 
joy; doing his will, because you know that to do his 
will means the greatest possible chance to be of service 
toothers. 

So a fourth prerequisite will be to study yourself, 
find out what line of work you are fitted for, the kind 
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of work into which you can throw yourself heart and 
soul. But I ought to warn you right here. It is not 
what you can do now} it is, rather, what you can be- 
come with God's help. 

Amid the problems of life you will have your dwn 
peculiar problems. It may be that death in your fam- 
ily, sickness at home, financial burdens prevent you 
from securing the kind of education you have longed 
for, and seem to close the door to the fuller life of 
service. It requires more strength of character in such 
circumstances of life to remain true to the vision of 
God's service and find in your more limited field his 
will, than if the plans for wider opportunities had 
been completed. 

And, last of all, wherever, whenever, and to whatever 
task he calls, or from whatever door he holds us back, 
we can say, in going to some great task, or remaining in 
some seemingly obscure corner> "J can do all things 
through Christ who strengthened me " 
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17 
WHY BELIEVE IN LIFE AFTER DEATH? 

SOMEONE has said that the strange thing about life 
after death is not that people believe in it, but that 
so many who profess such a belief live as if it were a 
matter of no consequence. Indeed, how vsoon the 
Easter message is forgottenl 

Easter, of course, is the occasion of greatest impor- 
tance in the Christian Church. Its message is immor- 
tality. For a brief season we chant our hymns of hope 
and find our minds directed toward the life beyond, 
which Christ has made radiant for all who believe in 
him. On Easter morning we are swept along as on 
some tidal wave of song and memory and hope. But 
Vvery soon the Easter hope loses- its lifting power and we 
sink back again to the humdrum levels of this worka- 
day world. 

No wonder that Ferdinand Schiller, in his Problems 
of Belief, characterizes faith in immortality as a "half 
belief." He says its "vitality is intermittent," that it 
comes and goes. In the minds of most people it re- 
ceives scant attention until Easter comes round, unless 
perforce death invades one's family or the circle of his 
immediate friends. But isn't the belief of any value at 
other times? Is Easter nothing more than a spring 
festival of music and flowers? Is there nothing that 
we can do throughout the year with this Christian 
hope? If not, what is the use of believing in it? 

1. This belief is valuable because it helps to banish 
our fear of death. That is what it did for the early 
Christians. After the resurrection of Jesus, the specter 
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of death had no more terrors for them. Schiller goes 
on to say in the volume just mentioned that one reason 
why people talk so little about the life beyond is be- 
cause they shrink from death. For life beyond in- 
volves leaving this life. The experience of immortality 
necessitates either my own death or the death of some 
loved one, and I shudder at both. The fact of death 
stands like a "great taboo" between us and any real 
serious thinking about the nature or value of immor- 
tality. "Hushl" we say, when the question is suggested, 
"let's talk about something pleasant." And it is not 
until the taboo has been torn away by a death in our 
own immediate circle that we begin to think frankly 
and fearlessly about the whole matter. But when such 
a moment comes and one begins to ponder upon the 
life beyond, and its possibility of growth or change or 
adventure, then death ceases to be so dreadful a thing. 

Surely, it is good for a man to take a healthy and 
robust attitude toward this Easter faith. It is good for' 
him to think about immortality, to talk about it and 
to commit himself to believe in it. For such a positive 
and wholesome attitude will bring a man great com- 
fort some day. Perhaps it is a commonplace to say that 
no one can tell when he may be called upon to give 
up some beloved relative or friend. But it is not a 
commonplace to ask, "How am I preparing to meet 
such a crisis? Am I getting ready to meet it with cour- 
age and poise or am I just drifting along, hoping 
against hope that fortune will postpone the evil day?'' 

Some people pass through the experience of be : 
reavement with hope and exaltation, while others are 
stricken, dumb and embittered. And what makes the 
difference is usually faith or lack of faith in the possi- 
bility of survival. Furthermore/what faith in immor- 
tality means to a man in such a crisis depends on what 
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his faith has meant to him during the years that precede 
the crisis. When sorrow comes, the question is whether 
one has some hope to fall back on, some habit of 
thought or belief to which he will naturally turn be- 
cause it is so familiar. 

One may build himself up in this kind of faith by 
thinking about it and accepting it. Let him say, "I 
believe in the life everlasting." Let him study the evi- 
dences for the survival of personality. Let him estab- 
lish his confidence in such a survival. Let him make 
himself at home in its teachings. Let him dream about 
the "great adventure." Thus will the fear of death 
cease gradually to be. The great taboo will lose its 
dreadful visage. For the man of faith will be building 
for himself a bulwark of defense in which he can put 
his trust. 

2. What is the use of believing in life after death? 
Because such a belief when firmly held will direct and 
inspire one's present life. A man can begin to live the 
eternal life here and now. In the thought of Jesus as 
presented in the Gospel of John, "eternal life" is a 
present experience. One need not wait to begin it 
until he has died. One may begin it today wherever he 
resides. For eternal life is a certain kind of life, a life 
worthy of man's best efforts here and therefore worthy 
to endure. 

Of course immortality has not always been so de- 
fined in Christian thought. Some people have used the 
phrases "eternal life" or "immortal life" to mean the 
land of rest, "the sweet and blessed country which 
eager hearts expect." Such a belief has often made 
men restless to get away from the ills of earth and 
disinterested in its present problems. The tendency 
today among younger people is quite different. The 
emphasis now is on this life. One is sure of this life. 
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He cannot be sure o any other. Let him live this life 
for all it is worth. Let him do the things that ought to 
.be done for the sake of himself, his family, his friends, 
and his community. There is enough to do now to tax 
the ingenuity and courage of any red-blooded indi- 
vidual. There may be a future life, but why bother 
about it? So runs the familiar argument. 

But why is it necessary to balance this older and 
newer point of view over against each other, or feel 
that you are driven to accept the one rather than the 
other? There is a third and better way. It is to think 
of this life and the life beyond as related to each other 
as stages in one continuous process. This may involve 
some change of thinking about the nature of life after 
death. And so it does for most people. 

For example, it seems to many persons that life 
in the next world will not be so unlike our life here 
as our grandparents believed. Perhaps death will not 
work any instantaneous change in our character or 
disposition. We know that when we pass from one 
locality to another in this world, we do not instantly 
change our personalities. When a youth graduates 
from high school and enters college, or leaves home 
to take a position in another city, he does not shed his 
habits, his thoughts, his skills, his disposition and his 
character as a serpent sheds its skin. He who enters a 
new locality or takes a new position is about the same 
person as when he left the old one. 

So we are coming to think that when the door of 
death swings open and we find ourselves on "the other 
side," we shall be the kind of persons tliat we have been 
making ourselves here. We shall not take our old 
bodies. Of that we are sure. And all the things that 
we have invented and manufactured to serve our bod- 
ily needs will cease to be of use to us. But our minds, 
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our tastes, our desires, our habits and our hopes in 
fact, all those intangible qualities of life that we have 
been assembling here and call personality these it 
seems likely we shall have or shall be when we arrive 
on the other side. 

This is what is meant by living the eternal life here 
and now. It is an endeavor to think of life as all of 
one piece and of death as a graduation from the earthly 
sphere to the higher sphere. It is an endeavor to build 
up now those qualities which are likely to stand the 
test of the great "graduation." A man determines to 
do his best here in order that he may be his best there. 
He believes that what is worthy to persist there is worth 
striving for here. He dares to make this leap of faith 
because he finds that the world as he knows it is not 
a topsy-turvy world, but a world of cause and effect, 
of tried and proved values. And out of his understand- 
ing of such a world he comes to believe that the same 
laws must govern any stage of life to which he may ever 
be called upon to go. This point of view does not make 
him disinterested in this world or morbid about the 
next. He neither courts death nor fears it. He will 
play the game on the present stage as hard and as well 
as he can play it. But in so far as he can gain any 
idea-of what the life beyond is like or will demand, he 
allows that idea to inspire and to direct him in his pres- 
ent choices and in his immediate work. 
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